
First Presbyterian Church of Clarks Summit
Worship for Sunday, February 9, 2020

Prelude             “Come One, Come All, Come Follow"                                           Dietterich 
Chapel Choir

Announcements

Call To Worship        Psalm 1:1-3
Leader:  Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked,

   or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers.
People:  But their delight is in the law of the Lord,

 and on his law they meditate day and night.
Leader:  They are like trees planted by streams of water,

which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not wither.
People:  In all that they do, they prosper.
Leader:  Let us worship God together.

Introduction to the Sermon on the Mount

*Hymn “Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit”   (Tune:  Nettleton, “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”)

Blessed are the poor in spirit; God’s whole realm is surely theirs.
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers.
Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything.
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring.

Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right.
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight.
Those who show God’s care and mercy will receive that mercy too.
God, in Christ you show us clearly all the joy we have in you.

Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as God’s own.
Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven’s kingdom Home.
When the world’s ways seem distressing and we feel life’s painful sting,
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring.

Responsive Reading of Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 5:1-12
Leader:  When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down,
              his disciples came to him.  Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
              Blessed are the poor in spirit,
People:  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Leader:  Blessed are those who mourn,
People:  for they will be comforted.
Leader:  Blessed are the meek,
People:  for they will inherit the earth.
Leader:   Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
People:  for they will be filled.
Leader:  Blessed are the merciful,
People:  for they will receive mercy.
Leader:  Blessed are the pure in heart,
People:  for they will see God.



Leader:  Blessed are the peacemakers,
People:  for they will be called children of God.
Leader:  Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
People:  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Leader:  Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of

  evil against you falsely on my account.
People:  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way

  they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 5:13-20

Hymn   “Up on a Mountaintop”        (Tune:  Slane, “Be Thou My Vision”)

Up on a mountaintop, Jesus sat down,
Teaching the people who gathered around:
Look for the blessings that God kindly brings;
God’s loving kingdom is changing all things.

You are the salt and you’re also the light.
Flavor God’s world, with your faith shining bright.
Know that I’ve come here, God’s word to fulfill.
Keep the commandments and follow them well.

Prayer (Unison)
O God, we thank you for Jesus’ teachings to all who follow him.  We thank you for the blessings of the
Beatitudes, and for the wonderful surprises they bring us, about what it means for your church to live
in your kingdom.  Help us by your Spirit to hear your word in scripture, and to follow your way in our
lives.  Make us salt and light to your world.  Amen.

Time with Children

Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 5:21-42

* Hymn   “Up on a Mountaintop”       (Tune:  Slane, “Be Thou My Vision”)

Let go of anger, for it is a sin.
It will destroy you, both outside and in.
Even your thinking can lead you astray;
Whatever tempts you, just throw it away.

Keep strong the bonds between husband and wife;
Keep your commitments for all of your life.
Don’t swear by heaven or by earth below;
Let “yes” be “yes” then, and let “no” be “no.”

If any hurt you, then you may resist,
But not with hatred or weapon or fist.
God’s way is stronger than any you face;
Stand up and love them! And give them God’s grace.

* Prayer of Confession (Unison)
O God, we have heard Jesus’ teachings many times, but we confess that sometimes we think they are
impractical.  We let anger take hold of us.  We fail to keep our commitments to you and to others.  We
lack courage to follow Jesus’ way of love.  Forgive us, we pray.  Help us to find joy in obedience to you.
Amen.

* Silent Confession

Assurance of Forgiveness
Leader: In Jesus Christ, God gives us the gift of forgiveness.
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!



* Passing the Peace

 Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 5:43-48
 Hymn  “Up on a Mountaintop” (Tune:  Slane, “Be Thou My Vision”)

Love those who hate you and pray for them, too.  God’s mercy reaches out far beyond you.
Seek, as God’s people, God’s wholeness each day, so you can witness to God’s perfect way.

  Anthem        “Jubilate Deo”                Bowen
Alleluia Choir

Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 6:1-15

Hymn “Don’t Show Off Your Giving” (Ash Grove, “Let All Things Now Living”)

Don’t show off your giving, the good you are doing, but quietly give without public display.
Let prayer be in secret, your spirit renewing. Don’t heap empty phrases, but pray then this way:
“Our Father in heaven, may your name be holy. We pray for your kingdom and our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we, too, pardon freely. Protect us from troubles and evils we dread.”

Prayer of the People and the Lord's Prayer

Responsive Reading of Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 6:16-21
Leader:     ‘And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites,

for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting.
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.

People:  But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face,
so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father
who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you…

Leader: ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal;

People:  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.

All:  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Hymn “Don’t Show Off Your Giving” (Ash Grove, “Let All Things Now Living”)

Whenever you’re fasting, don’t show off to others in hopes that your neighbors will speak well of you.
Don’t brag of your faith to your sisters and brothers, for it is enough that God sees what you do.
Don’t hoard earthly treasure or trust your possessions;
They rust and are stolen; you’ll have them no more!
Instead seek God’s kingdom—its worth never lessens
And find your heart’s treasure in things that endure.

Offering
Offertory

*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication

Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 6:22-34

Hymn “Don’t Show Off Your Giving” (Ash Grove, “Let All Things Now Living”)



The eye is a lamp and we need it for seeing, so be like that lamp and let God’s light shine through.
You can’t serve two masters with all of your being, so choose God or money!  Which one will rule you?
And so, too, I tell you to put away worry of what you’ll consume or the clothes that you’ll wear.
God cares for the birds and gives flowers their glory, so trust God for shelter and safety and care.

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 7:1-6

Hymn “Don’t Go ‘Round Judging Others” (Angel’s Story, “O Jesus, I Have Promised”)

Don’t go ‘round judging others, or they may judge you, too.
Don’t criticize your neighbors for things you also do.
Don’t squander what is holy or waste what you’ve received.
Hold fast the faith God gives you; rejoice, give thanks, believe!

Prayer (Unison)
God you have given us the wondrous gift of faith, through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Help us to find joy
in this precious gift—not wasting it or ignoring it—but sharing it with others.  Amen.

*Affirmation of Faith   The Apostles’ Creed (traditional)

Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 7:7-12

Hymn  “Don’t Go ‘Round Judging Others” (Angel’s Story, “O Jesus, I Have Promised”)

Ask God, and God will give you; search well, and you will find.
Knock and the door will open for God is just and kind.
Do everything for others that you want them to do.
The Law and Prophets matter!  This is God’s Word for you.

Time of Silent Prayer

Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 7:13-20

Hymn “Don’t Go ‘Round Judging Others” (Angel’s Story, “O Jesus, I Have Promised”)

The gate to life is narrow; destruction’s way is wide.
So take the way that’s harder and let God be your guide.
Beware of those who lead you down pathways that destroy.
And seek the fruit of heaven; God gives us kingdom joy!

Prayer (Unison)
Loving God, help us to give ourselves to you anew, each day.
Help us to listen to your voice and to find joy in following your way.  Amen.

Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 7:21-27

*Hymn “Don’t Go ‘Round Judging Others” (Angel’s Story, “O Jesus, I Have Promised”)

Not all who call the Lord’s name will enter heaven’s realm,
But only those obeying will call God’s kingdom Home.



The wise hear God and follow; on rock, they stand secure.
The storms of life may shatter, but they will still endure.

*Benediction
*Postlude

The flowers are given by Meg Hatch to the glory of God in honor of her Aunt Virginia on the occasion of her
birthday.


