The Church on the Hill

Celebrating
100 Years
1912 - 2012
October 2014

Join us for a special worship event . . .

Imagine this:
•
•
•

A jazz vespers with meditative music
Prayers for healing
The sacrament of communion

Join us for The Mending, an hour of
prayer and music offered for the first time
on Sunday, October 12, at 4:00 p.m.
All are welcome in our sanctuary!
“Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of
praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them
pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save
the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be
forgiven.” (James 5:13‐15)

The church office will be
closed on Monday, October
13th
in observance of
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Notes from the Session Meeting on September 9, 2014
Beverly Bright, Clerk of Session
1. Session donated $200 for the lunch at the Camp
Lackawanna golf tournament to be held on Saturday,
September 27, 2014
2. Session approved receiving online donations with help
from Vanco Services for a year trial period (September,
2014 to August, 2015)
3. Session approved basement repairs up to $16,500 that
the Building & Grounds committee will finalize.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
FROM YOUR FINANCE COMMITTEE
FOR THE MONTH ENDING AUGUST 31, 2014

REVENUE
Budget
Actual Received
Difference

$ 260,000
222,761
$ ( 37,239)
========

EXPENSES
Budget
Actual Expenses
Difference

$ 270,200
242,602
$ (27,598)
========

BUDGET VARIANCE

$ (19,841)

PLEDGE INCOME
Budget
Received
Difference

$ 210,000
185,850
$ (24,150)

Per Capita Update 2014
Total Received to date - $3,717

The Presbyter deadline for
The November issue is
October 17 , 2014
———
The Presbyter is a monthly newsletter of the First
Presbyterian Church, 300 School Street, Clarks
Summit, PA 18411.
All visitors are welcome to worship with us.
Worship services will be held at 10:00 a.m. Child
care is available all morning. Communion is
observed the first Sunday of every month.
If you do not attend a church in this area, we
invite you to any and all of the events, programs, and
worship services described in this newsletter. Please
call the church office to arrange child care. Our
sanctuary and Fellowship Hall are both handicapped
accessible.
Church Office
(570) 586-6306
Fax
(570) 587-3784
Web Page
www.fpccs.org
Pastor
William G. Carter
Director Educational Ministry
Tina Ide
Administrative Assistant
Nancy Owens
Treasurer
Wayne Griffiths
Editor
Lindsey Hardy
Clerk of Session
Beverly Bright
Director of Adult & Teen Choirs
Susan Kelly
Director of Bells
Richard Cochrane
Director of Chapel Choir
Kay Ten Eyck
Organist
Kay Ten Eyck
Sexton
John Conklin

The Presbyter

Page 3

From the Pastor
William G. Carter

Dear Friends,
It is the season when every organization we know is raising financial support for the coming year. The church
is no different. As public charities and humanitarian organizations make their appeals, I have reflected on
why I give the majority share of my annual contributions to the Christian church. Here some of my reasons:
1) The church is the grandmother of many worthy organizations. We are the original “feed the hungry,
inform the soul” charity. We declared in good works that God wants hungry humans to be fed, thus
initiating all kinds of soup kitchens and homeless shelters. The Christian church created colleges that have
taken on lives of their own. In our Reformed Christian heritage, we believe faith must transform the
public life of people. Thus our faith inspired the founding of Alcoholics Anonymous, Rotary and Lions
clubs, Scout troops, health agencies, and the United Way. By giving first to the church, I remember the
Grandmother that others have forgotten.
2) The church gives primary meaning to my life. The church tells me I am a child of God; nowhere else do I
hear that affirmation in our world. The church proclaims the Gospel, by which I know and trust that my
rebellious nature is overcome by the saving kindness of Jesus Christ. The church calls me to live a joyful
and holy life, teaching me how to treat others, how to take care of my soul and spirit, and how to depend
on neighbors. Christ calls me away from the intoxicating selfishness that pollutes our moral air. To
celebrate my identity in Christ, I give my money to the faith community that He has established.
3) The church is open and accessible to all who inquire of it. When we give our money to an organization,
most of us hope it will make a difference. We don’t always know how much of the funds will go to
overhead, maintenance, or bureaucracy. I can tell you plainly that our church does not waste a nickel of
what it receives. The majority of our budget is for people ‐ a most appropriate use for a Christian
community. Our staff exists to support the work of our congregation as we worship, learn, and serve
together. Our building is a thoroughly used home for Christ to be tangibly present in the lives of those
who pass through our doors. Plus our church gives money ‐ and volunteer time ‐ to ministries that help
those in need. I want to be part of that, so I give!
4) Giving gives me joy. When the apostle Paul declares, “God loves a cheerful giver,” he points to an
astonishing secret of the generous life. Our Lord has affection for those who give freely of themselves.
That is because the scriptures tell us we have a self‐giving God. God is exceedingly generous , and honors
those who imitate this holy trait. God works in the generous and grateful soul. There is no better feeling
than to help somebody, to love somebody, to spend time with somebody, and to share something
necessary with somebody . Know what I mean? I don’t “give ‘til it hurts”—I give until it feels good!
We are so richly blessed to have our church community. As days, weeks, and years pass, it is easy to take
what we have for granted, especially when we enjoy it as much as so many of us do. It is essential to the
Gospel ministry we share that we support our congregation generously. As we move through the fall to our
Dedication Sunday on October 26, I invite you to reflect on the reasons why you give—and to join me in
making a strong pledge of support to the Church on the Hill.

Rev. Bill Carter
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THE WAY
The Wednesday Adults and Youth Christian Education
“I am the WAY, the TRUTH, and the LIFE”
Supper, 5:15 * Gathering Time, 6:10 * Classes for all ages, 6:15

Spark (Newborn ‐ 3 year old) enjoy Bible stories, songs and games in the nursery with teachers Myrna
Diven, Grace Farrell and our Sunday caregivers. In October, our Spark students will hear about the stories of
Baby Moses (Exodus 2:1‐10), Moses and the Burning Bush (Exodus 3:1‐15), God Calling Samuel (1 Samuel 3:1
‐20), David Being Chosen (1 Samuel 16:1‐13), and Solomon Building the Temple (1 Kings 6).
Power Xpress (4 year old ‐ Grade 5) are divided into two age groups and experience Bible stories through
interactive rotation classes. October 1 and 8: Joshua Leads The People. In this unit, students will hear the
story of Joshua leading the Israelites into the Promised Land and learn that God is present with us at all
times and that God calls us to serve and obey Him. October 15 and 22: The Burning Bush and Other Images
of God. Children will explore some of the images of God found in the Bible and discover how those images
help us to know who God is.
We Believe: The Story of God’s Faithfulness (Grades 6‐8) Room 209 with Jana Schillinger, Chris Norton and
Andy Kepler. Using We Believe: The Story of God’s Faithfulness, our Middle School Class will spend the year
digging deeper into the Old Testament, learning and experiencing how God revealed himself to the Hebrew
people. The journey continues in October by looking at Abraham and Sarah (Genesis 12‐22), Jacob’s Story
(Genesis 25:19‐30:24), Joseph in Egypt (Genesis 37‐47), The Call of Moses (Exodus 3:1‐4:17), and Moses and
Aaron (Exouds 5:1‐6:13).
PresbyYouth (Grades 9‐12; college age adults) Room 111 with Charlie Pinches and Darlene Scappatura.
Throughout the fall, this class will be using PresbyYouth’s curriculum: Prophets and Exile. In this unit,
students will hear the stories of Elijah, Isaiah, and Jeremiah as they explore a variety of spiritual practices to
help hear God’s voice and get to know the prophets of God who preached repentance to the people. In
October, students move from Elijah’s story (1 Kings 19:1‐18) into the prophets of Jeremiah and Elijah (books
of Jeremiah and Isaiah) an the fall of Jerusalem (Deuteronomy 4:12‐40, 2 Kings 23:36‐25:17).
Talking About God Stuff (TAGS) Room 206. October 1‐8: The Healings of Jesus. Rev. Carter will lead a weekly
Bible Study on the Healings of Jesus. October 15‐29: Modern Parables. The parables Jesus taught to his
followers revealed God’s truth by using examples from their lives as farmers, fishermen and shepherds.
Even today, we are able to relate to these parables and see God’s truth in them. But have you ever
wondered what these parables might look like in today’s world? Modern Parables draws out the truth’s of
Jesus’ parables, placing them into today’s context and revealing a way for our faith to influence every aspect
of our lives.
Faith and Life, Room 210. October 1 and 8: TechnoChristian. In today’s world, it seems nearly impossible to
live without some form of technology. Technology adds peculiar challenges as well as new connection. Join
us in weekly conversation about the blessings and fears of technology, privacy matter, cyber‐bullying as well
as new opportunities for Christian growth and outreach. October 15‐29: Called To Life. Have you ever
wondered what God is calling you to do in your life? Have you ever questioned how to discern God’s voice?
Join us in the journey of discovering how God works in our lives, who He is calling us to be and how He wants
us to speak His truth to those around us.

Wednesday Supper Reservations
Light Supper is served before The Way classes from 5:15‐6:10 for those with reservations.
Suggested donation: $3 per person.
Please return reservation slips no later than Monday. Slips can be placed in the basket near the phone
in the kitchen or in the offering plate. You may also call the church office to make reservations.
Reservations slips can be found in the church office, in the kitchen, or in pews.
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The Christian Education & Growth Committee will be working with The
Scranton-Lackawanna Human Development Agency again this Christmas to provide pajamas for several Head Start centers. Our goal for
this year is approx. 110 children. Look for more information next month
and in our weekly bulletins

Are you someone who prefers to manage your financial transactions online—or even by
mobile phone? The online giving page from the FPCCS website is now optimized for
smartphones. When you bring the page up on your smartphone screen, it’s easily read‐
able, with buttons you can press to make a contribution to the church via direct debit from
your bank account. You can use this process to make a one‐time contributions, or to set
up recurring automatic contributions at whatever interval (such as weekly or monthly) you
prefer.
Giving by credit card is also available through this same method, for those who prefer that means of giving
over direct bank‐account withdrawals.
If you haven’t made an online contribution to the church before, you’ll need to go through a brief, one‐time
set‐up process. You’ll need to enter the routing number and account number printed at the bottom of your
checks. The instructions on the screen will talk you through it. After that, they system remembers your ac‐
count information: you just log on with the username and password you’ve created, enter the contribution
amount and whether you’re designating it for a special purpose, and you're good to go! It’s just like using
any other online bill‐paying service.
When you contribute in this way, the church does not have access to your account numbers or personal bank
account information. A payment issued by our third‐party provider, Vanco Services, arrives in the church of‐
fice a little later, accompanied by a report indicating the name of the donor and whether the gift is desig‐
nated for any special purpose. Nancy Owens, the church’s Administrative Assistant, will confidentially log
your contribution as she does any other, so it will be included in your quarterly giving statement. Vanco, a
leading provider of online financial services for churches and other non‐profits, has state‐of‐the‐art security
protocols in place to make sure transactions are safe and reliable.
An even more convenient way to find your way to the online contributions web page is
by using this QR code. Just open up any barcode‐scanning app on your smartphone
(any shopping barcode‐scanner app out to do it), scan this image, and you’ll be taken
directly to the contributions page of the church website.
We will include the QR code in the church bulletin. If you’re so inclined, you can make
an electronic contribution in real time, as the ushers are passing the offering plate!
Why not give it a try right now, to see how easy it is? Open your smartphone’s barcode‐scanning app, hold
the camera lens up to the computer screen, click the scan button, and a few moments later you’ll be taken
directly to the smartphone‐enhanced version of the FPCCS online contributions webpage.
If this seems weird or overly geeky to you, just consider this: there was a time when putting a check—rather
than cash—into the offering plate was the new technology. That probably seemed just as strange to people
of that era. Some of today’s “digital natives” and “digital immigrants” don’t even OWN a checkbook!
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Board of Deacons
Care Team Ministry Coordinators are:
Independent & Assisted Living:

Sara Ann Hosier 587-0371

Emergency Needs:

Jo Conklin

563-0211

Time of Loss:

Margie Reese

587-3071

John Conklin

563-0211

Emergency Home Repair/
Maintenance:

Please let the Board of Deacons Care Team Coordinators or the church office know if
anyone is in need of care.
We’re here to care for FPC members and friends and we count on all of you to let us
know when help is needed. This is our ministry and our Christian privilege to care for you.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Focus text: 2 Corinthians 1:1‐2:4

Jo Anne Shepherd

I confess – it is true, even though I wish it wasn’t. I am not a good correspondent. I don’t keep in
touch with people nearly as often as I should, including with my family members who do not live
nearby or friends from far away. In today’s world it is easy to keep in touch with the telephone, US
mail, and the Internet, including modern things I don’t know how to use such as Facebook. There
can be instant gratification if the other person happens to have his phone on or be on his computer
at the same time that you are. It is not because I am too busy. I have no excuse.
In the world at the time when Paul lived, the only way to stay in touch with someone who was far
away was by writing a letter. We know that Paul wrote numerous letters to the church in Corinth
but we do not know how many because they were edited by other people. To be able to fully un‐
derstand the letters we need to take into consideration the social and economic background of the
area at that time. Corinth had a reputation as a city of sex and sin as well as a center for trade.
That would have influenced what Paul wrote. Another consideration with letter writing is the time
that it takes to receive a reply. If you do not receive a reply you have no way to know the effect of
what you wrote to that person.
The Presbyterian Women have their Bible study meetings on the
3rd Tuesday of each month. Known as “Circles”, they usually
gather at the church. The times are 10:00 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and
7:00 p.m. All women are invited. Friends are welcome, as well!
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Mission and Justice Committee News
Earth Care Task Force News
We are waiting to hear back from
the PCUSA about our recertification as an Earth Care Congregation. Thank you to all groups in
the church who have made efforts to increase our sustainability efforts and education.
Thank you to the eight who
came out to clean up our section
of the Morgan Highway on Saturday, September 13th. Great job
even with the rain!
We are planning three Table
Talks on environmental issues.
Stay tuned.

Ways to Eat Environmentally
Friendly- Making environmentally conscious choices does not
have to be difficult. Here are
some easy suggestions.
• Avoid extra packaging and
carry reusable bags. The
United States alone adds 20
million plastic baggies to
landfills
• Decrease your use of bottled water. Last year Americans went through 50 billion
plastic water bottles
• Buy fair trade when possible.
• Increase vegetarian options. Cornell University researchers estimate that
“producing a pound of animal
protein requires, on average,
100 times more water than a
pound of vegetable protein.”
• Eat in season. Preserve it
so you can eat seasonal
foods year round.
• Try to cook one meal made
of only local ingredients
per week. The average food
travels 1500 miles to get to
your plate.
Source: World Wildlife Fund

Reminders and activities you
can participate in:

can participate and make a difference there!

Coups for the Troops: We are
still participating in Coups for the
Troops. This organization will
receive and distribute unused
manufacturer coupons to military
families overseas. These coupons can be up to 6 months past
the expiration date and can only
be manufacturer coupons, not
store specific or restaurant coupons. This is an easy way we
can help our military families. A
basket is located on the table in
the Narthex. Coupons will be
mailed 4 times a year. The only
change to our collection is that
coupons are now being requested to be cut out.

"Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of
God." Matthew 5:9

Clothing Donations for St.
Francis Kitchen: As you are
beginning to change your wardrobes, please think about donating those fall and winter items
that you no longer want or need
to our friends in need at St. Francis Kitchen. The weather is beginning to change and so the
need for warmer clothing is increasing. Please place your gently used and clean items in the
large box located in Fellowship
Hall. Donations will be delivered
weekly.
Bethel AME Homeless Shelter:
The Mission and Justice Committee has been in touch with the
Bethel AME Homeless Shelter
about ways we can assist with
their mission to housing the
homeless during the cold fall and
winter months. This shelter depends on help from churches
and other organizations to continue to help the homeless in the
Scranton area. Look for upcoming bulletin and verbal announcements about ways we

Peace and Global Witness Offering:
For many years, the
Presbyterian Peacemaking Program and the Presbyterian
Church (USA) have been committed to supporting the efforts of
peace seekers and advocates
working in the Presbyterian
peacemaking community. This
year the 221st General Assembly approved a change from The
Peacemaking Offering to the
Peace & Global Witness Offering. This transition will extend
the depth of the Offering and inspire more Presbyterians to join
this mission. This new Offering
will allow us to broaden our
reach, making a greater impact
and bringing peace to people
through Christ.
Our Peace and Global Witness
Offering will be received on October 5, World Communion Sunday. Of this offering, 50% goes
to the Presbyterian Mission
Agency, 25% goes to Presbytery
and synod peace and mission
efforts, and 25% goes to congregational peace and mission efforts. Our 25% will help support
one of our local missions, the
Bethel AME homeless shelter. Please consider giving to
this worthy cause to help bring
the peace of Christ to those
around the world.
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Many people think it is hard to
be a Stephen Minister. Here is
what one person had to say
about being a Stephen Minister: "One of the things we
learned during Stephen Minister training was how and when
to pray with our care receivers.
Improvised praying (as I call it)
made me very nervous at
first—even though I do improvisational acting! But I’ve found
that when I do pray with a care
receiver, I can feel God saying
to me “Relax!” and the words
just seem to flow. I never
thought I could pray aloud like
this, but now I feel very comfortable doing it. A byproduct of
being a Stephen Minister is
that my faith has deepened. I
talk to God all the time and
constantly see Him at work in
my life.” Would you like to
learn more about becoming a
Stephen Minister?
Contact
one of our Stephen Leaders
John Conklin, Judy Cutler, or
Rev. Bill Carter.

The Presbyter
ous. To her Microsoft-guru husband, she's a fearlessly opinionated partner; to fellow private-school mothers in Seattle,
she's a disgrace; to design
mavens, she's a revolutionary
architect, and to 15-year-old
Bee, she is a best friend and,
simply, Mom. Then Bernadette
disappears. It began when Bee
aced her report card and
claimed her promised reward:
a family trip to Antarctica. But
Bernadette's intensifying allergy to Seattle--and people in
general--has made her so agoraphobic that a virtual assistant
in India now runs her most basic errands. A trip to the end of
the earth is problematic. To
find her mother, Bee compiles
email messages, official documents, secret correspondence-creating a compulsively readable and touching novel about
misplaced genius and a mother
and daughter's role in an absurd world.

Hickory Project is globally acclaimed. They have captivated
audiences throughout Europe
and the US, and even as far
away as Australia.
Hickory Project has now produced 1 DVD and 7 CDs under
their own label, Hickory Productions.
All concerts in the series are
open to the public. Even
though we take a free-will offering at each event, we rely on
contributions from individuals
and government grants to meet
our expenses. Please consider
supporting the arts series this
year by sending a check to the
church with "Arts Series" in the
memo block.
We certainly appreciate any
support you can provide!

Hickory Project- NEPA’s top
bluegrass band
Sunday, October 26, 2014
4:00 pm

We will meet on October 23rd
at Char Lyon's home at 7:00
(meet in the upper church parking lot at 6:30 to car pool). We
will discuss Where'd You Go,
Bernadette by Maria Semple. Bernadette Fox is notori-

Hickory Project is a powerhouse of musical prowess with
the expert licks of National
Mandolin Champion Anthony
Hannigan, banjo phenomenon
Mike Beaky, Steve Belcher,
Josh Segulia, and Jillian Hannigan.

The Hickory Project, NEPA's
top bluegrass band, will open
the Arts at First Presbyterian
concert series on Sunday, October
26
at
4
pm.
Formed in 2001, the band features hard–driving traditional
and original acoustic music
deeply rooted in bluegrass.

For more information, please
contact the church at 570-5866306 or visit our Website at
www.fpccs.org.
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Joys and Sorrows

Congratulations and best wishes to Holly and Kevin Shane
on the recent birth of a son, Dean Clarence Shane. Dean's
grandparents are Linda and Chris Woodley AND Debbie
and Tim Shane!

We extend our sympathy to Bob and Vi Dygert, who lost
their sister-in-law Pauline Wells on September 5. Please remember them in prayer and keep them in your thoughts!

Lectionary
Readings
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time/
Proper 22, October 5
Exod. 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Ps. 19
Phil. 3:4b-14; Matt. 21:33-46
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time/
Proper 23, October 12
Exod. 32:1-14; Ps. 106:1-6, 19-23
Phil. 4:1-9; Matt. 22:1-14
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time/
Proper 24, October 19
Exod. 33:12-23; 99; 1 Thess. 1:1-10
Matt. 22:15-22
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time/
Proper 25, October 26
Deut. 34:1-12; Ps. 90:1-6, 13-17
1 Thess. 2:1-8; Matt. 22:34-46

Lucy Anne Kozlowski, daughter of Michael and Erin
Kozlowski, was baptized on August 24, 2014 with Rev.
Carter officiating. Lucy is the granddaughter of Carole
LaCoe.

The seasonal workers and your church representatives
want to THANK YOU once again for your generosity. This
year your gifts allowed us to distribute toiletries, blankets,
socks, towels, long sleeve T shirts, pens, writing paper and
envelopes. We also provided workers with a Wednesday
morning breakfast of coffee and donuts throughout the
month of August. Maybe next year you could join Dick
Broxton, John Conklin, Bill Keen, Andy Kepler, Jack
Pittman, and Ron Thomas on this local mission outreach.

Thanksgiving is approaching.
Come join me in a
Thanksgiving feast. My table
is open to anyone who doesn't feel like cooking this year,
is going to be alone, or just
wants to celebrate the day
with others. It is always a
time of friendship and great
food. Please contact me to
let me know you want to
come.
Judy Cutler 570-446-9310 or
jdragonflyc@hotmail.com
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State Hospital Luncheon
October 7th

October is Food Pantry Month!
Please remember those in our community who are less fortunate. Nonperishable food items, such as soups,
cereals, pastas, powdered milk, tuna,
etc. will be collected throughout October and delivered to the Abington Ecumenical Ministerium's Food Pantry in
Dalton for distribution in the Abington
Area.

Please join us for fellowship and
lunch with our guests at noon in
Fellowship Hall. Please bring a pair
of new men's or women socks
with you. ...If unable to attend, donation of socks for the guests would
be appreciated.
Presbyterian Women

