The Church on the Hill

Celebrating
100 Years
1912 - 2012
February 2015

Mardi Gras Jazz Communion
with the Presbybop Dixieland Sextet
Sunday, February 15, 2015 10:00 a.m.
Join us for a festive
worship celebration on
the Sunday before Lent
begins. We welcome
notable musicians from
the area to chase away
the blues of winter with
lively music.
Our guests include Jeff Leas on trumpet, Al Hamme on
clarinet, Ron Leas on trombone, Tony Marino on bass, Tyler
Dempsey on drums, and “Jelly Roll” Carter on piano.

Mark Your Calendars

for the annual
Clarks Summit
Ice Festival
February 13—February 16
Complete details on Page 8!
New this year:
On February 14 at
noon, Rev. Carter
will lead a public
renewal of wedding
vows in the church
sanctuary.
How romantic!

Invite your friends! Bring your neighbors! All are welcome
at the Church on the Hill.

Befriending the Psalms: 2015 Janson Lecture
Discovering the Riches of Israel’s Prayer Book
Saturday, February 28, 2015
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church
The Rev. Dr. Beth Tanner is Professor of
Old Testament at New Brunswick Theo‐
logical Seminary, NJ. She will introduce us
to the Psalms of the Old Testament, and
explore its deep relevance for the
Christian church and its work. Come and
join us! To register, contact the church office at 586‐6306.
The registration fee is $10, which covers lunch.

Annual Meeting of the Congregation
Join us on Sunday, February 1 for the annual meeting of the
congregation and corporation of First Presbyterian Church.
We will have a potluck brunch around 11:00 a.m.,
immediately followed by the meeting. A packet of annual
reports is available in the church office, or online at
www.fpccs.org.
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Notes from the Session Meeting on January 18, 2015
Beverly Bright, Clerk of Session
1. The nominating process for church officers is beginning for this
year. If you or if you know someone interested in being an elder or
deacon please use the nomination forms found in the narthex. The
committee will meet soon.
2. Session passed a motion that there will be signatures needed
on release forms for photographs that will be used solely for the
church's website or printed forms.
3. Session also passed a motion to accept and publish guidance
regarding recordings made during church.

A few thoughts on recordings in church.
There are many things about First Presbyterian Church that
we all love and enjoy. God has blessed our congregation
and guests with many talents and God has blessed us with
families and friends that we love and respect.
Therefore it is no surprise that you want to record and
document the activities of your friends and family that take
place in our church. Our children are, well, just plain cute
and fun (usually) and we cherish the memories we will
have.
However, we would like you to keep the following
thoughts in your mind when you record church activities.
• Our children are valuable to us, to others, and to God.
We want to protect them from the big, bad world for as
long as possible. Therefore, we ask you to refrain from
putting images (photographs, videos, and voices) of
children who are not your own on the Internet, social
media, Facebook, YouTube, and other places where
those who may not have loving feelings for children
may view and identify them.
• One of God’s many gifts to people are talents of music,
acting, composing, writing, etc. People with those
skills deserve to make a living with those skills. Recording music performed by our choirs is a violation of
the rights of those composers and arrangers to control
their own works. Please refrain from recording such
performances, except for your own personal use.
• We call the place where we worship a sanctuary. Most
(hopefully all) people come to our worship services to
worship God in a peaceful, quiet setting. They are literally seeking a sanctuary from the hectic, everyday
world in which we live. Please keep that in mind when
recording music or other activities in our church.

The Presbyter deadline for
The March issue is
February 13, 2015
———
The Presbyter is a monthly newsletter of the First
Presbyterian Church, 300 School Street, Clarks
Summit, PA 18411.
All visitors are welcome to worship with us.
Worship services are held on Sunday mornings at
10:00 a.m. Child care is available. Communion is
observed the first Sunday of every month.
If you do not attend a church in this area, we
invite you to any and all of the events, programs, and
worship services described in this newsletter. Please
call the church office to arrange child care. Our
sanctuary and Fellowship Hall are both handicapped
accessible.
Church Office
(570) 586-6306
Fax
(570) 587-3784
Web Page
www.fpccs.org
Pastor
William G. Carter
Director Educational Ministry
Tina Ide
Administrative Assistant
Nancy Owens
Treasurer
Wayne Griffiths
Editor
Lindsey Hardy
Clerk of Session
Beverly Bright
Director of Adult & Teen Choirs
Susan Kelly
Director of Bells
Richard Cochrane
Director of Chapel Choir
Kay Ten Eyck
Organist
Kay Ten Eyck
Sexton
John Conklin

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
FROM YOUR FINANCE COMMITTEE
FOR THE YEAR 2014
REVENUE
Budget
Actual Received
Difference

$ 390,000
375,446
$ 14,554)
========

EXPENSES
Budget
Actual Expenses
Difference
2014 BUDGET
Projected Deficit
Actual Deficit

$ 405,300
389,746
$ (15,554)
========
$ 15,300
$ 14,300

PLEDGE INCOME
2014 Budget
Received
Difference

$ 315,000
309,449
$ (5,551)

Per Capita Update:
Total Received in 2014

$

4,044

Per Capita assessment for 2015 is $30 per member
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From the Pastor
William G. Carter

Dear friends,
The weather experts are predicting a snow day. As desirable as that sounds, I will believe it when I see it. I
have lived long enough in this town to know that the prognosticators often don’t know what they are talking
about. The latest prediction of “Stormzilla” will prompt many to make a run for milk, bread, and Quik Joe. But
I will wait to see what actually falls out of the sky.
In my morning reading, I came across the opening words of Psalm 57. They seemed appropriate for today:
Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, for in you my soul takes refuge;
In the shadow of your wings I will take refuge, until the destroying storms pass by. (57:1)
“Destroying storms” were probably not blizzards in ancient Israel. In fact, the rest of the Psalm suggests that
the poet is experiencing a lot of interpersonal difficulties: enemies are trampling on him, the crafty are
devising traps, and “devouring lions” are licking their chops. It is still true that the presence of adversaries
can shake us up, and make it seem like the emotional weather is against us. So the Psalmist turns to God and
asks for help:
I cry to God Most High, to God who fulfills his purpose for me. (57:2)
It is that prayerful move that provides the most help. Notice that it’s not only approaching God, the One who
has the Most High power — but approaching God who has a purpose for each one of us, and who fulfills it.
Hmm . . . what is God’s purpose for you? Consider this an invitation to reflect on your life and ask the Really
Big Question: why am I here?
Some might fear that our lives are random, a chance chemistry experiment, with no purpose unless we
create it for ourselves. Others who sense the presence of dangerous “storms” and threatening “lions” may
question if there actually is a heavenly map for our lives, especially if they are worried about their survival. I
choose another alternative: to trust that God made me, fashioned me with interests and talents, and invites
me to answer a continuing call to serve God and neighbor with all that I have received. These are the clues to
my purpose — and the clues for discovering your own.
Here is how writer Frederick Buechner once said it: “Listen to your life. See it for the fathomless mystery it is.
In the boredom and pain of it, no less than in the excitement and gladness: touch, taste, smell your way to
the holy and hidden heart of it, because in the last analysis all moments are key moments, and life itself is
grace.” (Now and Then)
Meanwhile the threat of heavy snow continues, and I trust my Life’s Purpose is more than shoveling it. So I
will do what I can to remove the snow from my driveway, make a pot of soup, and consider how God loves us
all so much as to invite us to make the most of the time we have and the relationships we have received.
With you in the journey,

Rev. Bill
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THE WAY
The Wednesday Adults and Youth Christian Education
“I am the WAY, the TRUTH, and the LIFE”
Supper, 5:15 * Gathering Time, 6:10 * Classes for all ages, 6:15

SAVE THE DATE! - Saturday, February 28, Dr. Beth Tanner will lead us in a study of the Psalms as part
of our Jansen Lectureship.
Spark (Newborn - 3 year old) enjoy Bible stories, songs and games in the nursery with teachers Laura Schillinger and
our Sunday caregivers. February’s lessons take a look at The Calling Disciples (Luke 5:1-11; 8:1-3), Four Friends,
(Luke 5:17-26), and The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37)
Power Xpress (4 year old - Grade 5) For the months of January and February, children will experience Bible stories
in one classroom. February 4 and 11: The Man Beside the Pool (John 5:1-15). God healed a paralyzed man and
provided this man with hope. God is a source of hope and healing in our lives as well. February 18: Ash Wednesday
Program. February 25: Surprise Week. Curious about what we’re doing this evening? Come and find out!
We Believe: The Story of God’s Faithfulness (Grades 6-8) Room 209 with Jana Schillinger and Dick Cochrane.
Using We Believe: The Story of God’s Faithfulness, our Middle School Class will spend the year digging deeper into
the Old Testament, learning and experiencing how God revealed himself to the Hebrew people. February takes us into
the stories of Kind David (1 Samuel 15:16-16:13; 17:1-49; 19:8-17), King Solomon (1 Chronicles 22:2-19; 1 Kings
1:15-31; 3:3-15; 4:20-34) and the Psalms (Psalm 44; 116; 117).
PresbyYouth (Grades 9-12; college age adults) Room 111 with Jack Pittman and Darlene Scappatura. PresbyYouth’s
Nativity, Water and Wilderness unit encourages students to observe “rites of passage” events in the life of Jesus and to
make connections with faith milestones in their own lives. This unit finishes by learning about The Daily Life of a
Nomad (Genesis 18:1-12; Exodus 16:1-31; 17:1-7), The Tent of Meeting (Exodus 25:1-9; 33:7-11; Mark 9:2-8;
Hebrews 8:1-13; 9:11-14) and the Wilderness Journeys (Exodus 13:17-22; 15:22-27; 16:2-3; 17:1-7; 19:1-9; Psalm 23)
Talking About God Stuff (T.A.G.S.) Room 206. February 4 and 11: The Truth About David. David is a towering
figure in the Jewish scriptures. The greatest of Israel's kings, he is a complex person of extraordinary power and deep
vulnerability. We will explore four different perspectives that the Bible has on David: the hero, the sinner, the political
symbol, the hope for the future. On Ash Wednesday, February 18, all adults will be in one class looking at the
“Disciplines of the Spirit” with Rev. Carter. Come and begin the Lenten journey!
Faith and Life Room 210. February 4-February 11: Cultivating Faith in Children. It’s back! So many of you have
been asking for our parenting class to return, so here it is! This year, the conversation continues by providing you with
some resources about how to cultivate faith in your children and create a faith-based home. Join veteran and fellow
parents as we explore the joys and struggles of parenting! On Ash Wednesday, February 18, all adults will be in one
class looking at the “Disciplines of the Spirit” with Rev. Carter. Come and begin the Lenten journey.

Wednesday Supper Reservations
Light Supper is served before The Way classes from 5:15‐6:10 for those with reservations.
Suggested donation: $3 per person.
Please return reservation slips no later than Monday. Slips can be placed in the basket near the phone in
the kitchen or in the offering plate. You may also call the church office to make reservations.

The Presbyter
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DINNERS FOR THE WAY
If you would like to help in some capacity starting in January, please give me a
call. It can be as simple as putting a salad together, making a dessert, setting up
the drink station, or preparing a simple entree such as chili, sloppy joes, soup,
sandwiches. Reimbursements are available for any expenses you may incur.
Janet Dobson
(570-563-1887)

Youth Crazy Game Night
February 20
6:30-10:30pm
Tired of the cold weather? Warm up with us as we take
over the church with some crazy games. Grab your friends
and come on over!
This event is for all youth grade 4 and older.

Chapel Choir Notes
We had a ball bowling on Friday January 2nd! Thank you to the parents for bringing the kids to
Idle Hour and to Frank Garnecki for serving as our 2nd chaperone that evening.
We are preparing to make a joyful noise for the February 1st worship service. In addition to singing a beautiful anthem, we will play for the prelude. We hope you'll enjoy our arrangement of
"Come, Let Us Eat" played on glockenspiels and metallophones.
The Chapel Choir welcomes children in Kindergarten through 6th grades. We start with a pizza
supper at 5:00 and rehearse from 5:30 to 6:10 on Wednesday evenings. If you'd like to join us or
if you have questions, please contact Kay Ten Eyck at 570-313-0146 or kayt1085@gmail.com.
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Board of Deacons
Care Team Ministry Coordinators are:
Independent & Assisted Living:

Sara Ann Hosier 587-0371

Emergency Needs:

Jo Conklin

Time of Loss:

TBD

563-0211

Emergency Home Repair/
Maintenance:

John Conklin

563-0211

Please let the Board of Deacons Care Team Coordinators or the church office know if
anyone is in need of care.
We’re here to care for FPC members and friends and we count on all of you to let us
know when help is needed. This is our ministry and our Christian privilege to care for you.

resourcefulness. Kline illuminates a
largely hidden chapter of American
history, while portraying the coming‐
of‐age of two resilient young women.
Bethel Homeless Shelter Needs
Book Group: February 26th at 7:00
will find us at Nancy Owens’ home
for a discussion of The Orphan
Train by Deckle Edge. A long journey
from home and the struggle to find it
again form the heart of the inter‐
twined stories that make up this
moving novel. Foster teen Molly is
performing community‐service work
for elderly widow Vivian, and as they
go through Vivian’s cluttered attic,
they discover that their lives have
much in common. When Vivian was a
girl, she was taken to a new life on an
orphan train. These trains carried
children to adoptive families for 75
years, from the mid‐nineteenth cen‐
tury to the start of the Great Depres‐
sion. Novelist Kline (Bird in Hand,
2009) brings Vivian’s hardscrabble
existence in Depression‐era Minne‐
sota to stunning life. Molly’s present‐
day story in Maine seems to pale in
comparison, but as we listen to the
two characters talk, we find grace
and power in both of these seemingly
disparate lives. Although the girls are
vulnerable, left to the whims of
strangers, they show courage and

Stephen Ministry: Stephen Ministry
does more than help the care re‐
ceiver, the Stephen Ministers gain
so much about learning to listen,
pray, and let God into their
lives. Here is what one Stephen Min‐
ister says about her journey.
Margaret | Hollywood Voiceover
Actress
One of the things we learned during
Stephen Minister training was how
and when to pray with our care re‐
ceivers. Improvised praying (as I call
it) made me very nervous at first—
even though I do improvisational act‐
ing! But I’ve found that when I do
pray with a care receiver, I can feel
God saying to me “Relax!” and the
words just seem to flow. I never
thought I could pray aloud like this,
but now I feel very comfortable doing
it. A byproduct of being a Stephen
Minister is that my faith has deep‐
ened. I talk to God all the time and
constantly see Him at work in my life.

Bethel Homeless Shelter is in need of
the following items: sugar, powdered
creamer and powdered milk, coffee,
tea, instant ice tea, hot chocolate,
breakfast bars, packets of instant oat‐
meal, and individual snacks. You can
place donations in the Narthex and
they will be delivered weekly until
the end of March. Look for a sign up
sheet located by the food box to do‐
nate home‐baked breakfast or snack
items. Home‐baked good will be de‐
livered on Monday and Friday nights.
Questions? Call Melba Fialko (570‐
586‐2563).

2015 Flower Calendar
The 2015 Flower Calendar has several
open Sundays remaining for next
year. If you would like to place flow‐
ers in the sanctuary for a worship
service, please write your name on
the calendar hanging next to Rev.
Bill’s office. You will be contacted
with and for further details.

The Presbyter
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Ice Festival Activities- February 13-15
Mark the weekend of February 13-15 on your calendar, because the church will participate again in
the Clarks Summit Festival of Ice. Check out the variety of activities taking place at the church that
weekend:
• Art Show (organized again by Elaine Tweedy) Friday 6 pm-8 pm, Saturday 11 am-4 pm, and
Sunday 9 am - 12 noon in the Session Room
• The show will include a juried photography show and artwork from church members
• Performance by students from Erin Malloy Vocal Studio doing Broadway tunes and other
popular music Friday 6:00-7:15 pm in the Sanctuary
• An ice sculpture will be displayed at the entrance to the sanctuary
• Juggler Rob Smith will amaze everyone as he flawlessly juggles balls, clubs, fire torches, and
rings, not to mention flying knives with razor-sharp accuracy- Saturday at 2 pm in the Sanctuary
• Entertainment by Abington Piano Academy students- Saturday 11 am-2 pm in Fellowship
Hall
• Chili Cafe Saturday 11 am- 2 pm in Fellowship Hall. Chili will be provided by members of the
Men's Bible Study and others (see note below)
• Renewal of Marriage Vows Saturday at 12 noon
• Mardi Gras jazz worship Sunday at 10 am
Calling all artists: Anyone interested in submitting art work to the FPC Art Show (see above),
please contact Elaine Tweedy through email (elainetweedy@gmail.com) or cell
phone (570-575-1705) before February 1st, as you will need to fill out submission
forms and provide the title of your artwork for publication and labeling purposes. Art work submitted must be different than what was submitted last year,
and would need to be dropped off on February 12th between 3:00 and 5:00 p.m. at
the church and will be hung that evening. Elaine is hoping for enthusiastic participation by church
members. Northeast Photography will hold an opening to their juried show on the evening of Friday, February 13th, from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. which will include light refreshments. The Art Show will
continue through Saturday, and will be open for church members only on Sunday, February
15. Artwork pick up will be Sunday at noon.
Need Pots of Chili: The Chili Cafe will be open on Saturday, February 14 from 11
am to 2 pm. We are looking for folks to bring pots of chili for our Chili Cook-off that
day. Please contact John Conklin (570-563-0211) by Sunday, February 8 if you can
bring some chili.

The Presbyter
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Mission and Justice Committee News
Ever wonder what happened with the money we committed to Haiti for our Centennial Campaign? Wonder
no more. Read about the amazing things that were accomplished through micro financing in Haiti with the
money we gave to Groundswell International. Steve Brescia, Director, sent us a final report detailing the
development of savings and credit cooperatives in rural Haiti. The lives of 343 women have been changed
by involvement in these cooperatives, which have allowed them to better support their families. Excerpts of
Groundswell’s report are below. You can find the complete report in the Annual Report handed out at the
Annual Meeting on Feb. 1, or if you aren’t attending the meeting, copies will be placed in the Narthex. You
will also find the report on our website. Please read and enjoy the report, and know that our support was
truly appreciated and has helped the lives of so many in need.

FINAL REPORT TO THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Communities Generating Prosperity and Sustainable Development in Rural Haiti
The support Groundswell and PDL received from the First Presbyterian Church of Clarks Summit allowed us
to provide training and seed capital for loans to emerging savings and credit (S&C) cooperatives in Haiti. The
affordable credit provided by these community-managed S&C groups is a key ingredient in generating
greater prosperity and wellbeing in rural Haiti.
By the time of our August 2014 report, the Church’s generosity had enabled Groundswell and PDL to develop S&C cooperatives that benefitted 260 women in three communal sections, l’Attalaye (100 women),
Lalomas (83 women), and Lacedras (77 women), in the Saint Michel region of the Artibonite Department.
We are happy to inform you that since our last report, the S&C groups started with your support are still going strong, and a new S&C group was created in the community of Camathe. As of November 30, 2014, a
total of 343 women had benefitted from loans made possible by First Presbyterian Church of Clarks Summit.
It is also worth noting that a total of 841 women are now benefitting from S&C groups in L’Attalaye, Lalomas,
Lacedras, and Camathe. More than 40% (343) of these women were able toreceive loans thanks to the
Church, and the rest we reached with support from other donors.
Women who receive loans typically invest in their farms or other income generating activities and/or in the
health and education of their children. For example, during the last loan cycle, Antiola Dorvil used the 2,500
Haitian Gourdes (about $54) she received from the L'Attalaye S&C group to start a small business selling
cloths to people in nearby villages. Antiola uses the money she makes to buy food for her six children and to
pay the tuition of one child attending the technical agricultural school in Hinche.
Antiola is just one of the 343 women whose lives you have changed. In a very real way you are helping
Groundswell and PDL generate lasting economic development in Haiti’s rural areas, which is vital to the realization of our 10-year vision of a prosperous and sustainable Haitian countryside as the foundation for national development.
We truly appreciate the First Presbyterian Church’s generosity. Thank you and Merry Christmas!
Please check our web site www.fpccs.org for the complete report.
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Joys and Sorrows

Lectionary
Readings
February 1
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111;
1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28

Thank you, thank you for all the hand sanitizers. The hand
sanitizers along with other community donated items were
assembled into 300 Care Bags by Ryan Flynn and Cassandra White, of our Confirmation Class and members of the
Mission and Justice Committee. The Care Bags will be
distributed to local homeless shelters by Voluntary Action
Center in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to
• Jo Conklin and her family on the recent passing of her
sister, Sue;
• Sarah Berquist and family on the recent loss of her
mother, Aldy.

February 8
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11,
20c; 1 Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark
1:29-39
February 15
Transfiguration of the Lord
2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9
February 22
1st Sunday in Lent
Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10; 1
Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15

February Ushers
Marsha Parrish & Anne Deremer

February 18
Join us for worship at 7:00 p.m.

February 22nd
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