
First Presbyterian Church
Christmas Eve for All God’s Children 

December 24, 2015                                                       6:30 p.m.

GATHER IN GOD'S NAME

  Prelude       “Angels We Have Heard on High”                   arr. Page
     “Angels from the Realms of Glory”                  arr. Page

  Welcome 

  Call to Worship
I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people:

For to you is born this day a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;

Light has shined on those who lived in a land of deep darkness.

* Hymn 133 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

* Prayer of Adoration
Holy God, you have sent your Son into the world.
O God, fill us with love and wonder,
that with shepherds and wise men,
we may gather to adore the holy child, 
the promised King,
and to worship him, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

* Passing the Peace
The angels sing about peace on Christmas Eve:
 “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, good will among all.”
The peace of the Lord be with all of you.

And also with you!

  Lighting of the Christ Candle 
    Response (to Hymn 133)  

O come, let us adore Him! O come, let us adore Him!
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

  Anthem              “Rocking Song”    Dave and Jean Perry

SEEING AND HEARING THE GOOD NEWS

  Reading  The Prophet Isaiah Tells of a Savior (Isaiah 9:2, 6-7)
  Hymn 121 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (verses 1 and 2)

  Reading  The Angel Gabriel Visits Mary (Luke 1:26-38) 
  Hymn 119 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (verses 1 and 2)

  Reading Jesus is Born (Luke 2:1-7)
  Hymn 115 “Away in a Manger” (verses 1 and 2)

  Reading  Angels Visit Shepherds (a participatory story – see insert)
  Hymn 113 “Angels We Have Heard on High” (verses 1 and 2)

  Reading The Wise Men Visit the Baby Jesus (Matthew 2:1-12)
  Hymn 134 “Joy to the World”

RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS

  Offering Our Gifts to the Christ Child
  Offertory       “Away in a Manger”                           arr. Powell
  Prayer of Thanks
                                                                                                           
* Candlelighting Hymn 122 “Silent Night, Holy Night”

Please be careful in lighting candles, assisting children as needed.
For safety, please hold lit candles upright. Unlit candles are tipped toward flame.

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
‘round yon virgin mother and child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild,

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia: 

Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born!”



Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth.

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King: 

Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born.

* Charge and Benediction
* Postlude         “Joy to the World”                       arr. Cherwien


