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ASSEMBLE IN GOD'S NAME 
   

  Words of Welcome 
  Prelude         “Paean” (Hymn of Praise)         Robert Lau 
 
  Call to Worship 
      God has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
      and what does the Lord require of you 
       but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
       and to walk humbly with your God?   (Micah 6:8) 

   
  Hymn 363  “Rejoice, the Lord is King” 
 

1 Rejoice, the Lord is King! Your Lord and King adore! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing, and triumph evermore. 
Lift up your heart; lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
2 Our Savior, Jesus, reigns, the God of truth and love; 
when he had purged our stains, he took his seat above. 
Lift up your heart; lift up your voice!  Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
3 His kingdom cannot fail; he rules o'er earth and heaven; 
the keys of death and hell are to our Jesus given. 
Lift up your heart; lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
4 Rejoice in glorious hope! For Christ, the Judge, shall come 
and gather all the saints to their eternal home. 
Lift up your heart; lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 
  Call to Confession 
  Prayer of Confession 

Almighty God, you love us, but we have not loved you.  You call, but we have not 
listened.  We walk away from neighbors in need, wrapped in our own concerns. 
We condone evil, prejudice, warfare, and greed.  
 
God of grace, help us to admit our sin, so that as you come to us in mercy,  
we may repent, turn to you, and receive forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our 
Redeemer.   
 

  Silent Confession 
  Assurance of Pardon and Passing of the Peace 
 
 



 
PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD 
 
  Prayer for Illumination 
 
  Gospel Lesson: Luke 6:20-26  

 
 Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 
“Blessed are you who are poor, 
    for yours is the kingdom of God. 
 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, 
    for you will be filled. 
“Blessed are you who weep now, 
    for you will laugh. 
 "Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and    
    defame you on account of the Son of Man.  Rejoice in that day and leap for joy,  

for surely your reward is great in heaven;  
 for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. 
“But woe to you who are rich, 
    for you have received your consolation. 
 “Woe to you who are full now, 
    for you will be hungry. 
“Woe to you who are laughing now, 
    for you will mourn and weep. 
 “Woe to you when all speak well of you,  
 for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets. 

 
  Psalter: Psalm 1 
 
 Happy are those 
        who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 
 or take the path that sinners tread, 
        or sit in the seat of scoffers; 
 but their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
        and on his law they meditate day and night. 
 They are like trees 
        planted by streams of water, 
 which yield their fruit in its season, 
        and their leaves do not wither. 
 In all that they do, they prosper. 
 
 The wicked are not so, 
        but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
        nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
 for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 
        but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 
  Sermon: “Two Similes and a Judgment”                                             Dr. Eelman 
 
 



RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD 
 
  Hymn 457  “How Happy Are the Saints of God” 
 

1 How happy are the saints of God who do not heed the wicked way; 
delighting in the holy Word they seek God’s wisdom night and day. 
 
2 Like deeply rooted trees, they stand beside an ever-flowing stream. 
Their fruit is plentiful and good; their leaves are always growing green. 
 
3 While wicked ones are whisked away like straw before the driving wind, 
the saints are firmly planted still, and God will keep them to the end. 

 
  Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
  he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; 
  he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand  
 of God the Father Almighty; 
  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
  Offering 
  Offertory        “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”             arr. Douglas E. Wagner 
 
  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
GO IN GOD'S NAME 
 
  Hymn 451  “Open My Eyes, That I May See” 
 

1 Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me. 
Place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free. 
Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. 
Open my eyes; illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 
2 Open my ears, that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear. 
And while the wave notes fall on my ear, everything false will disappear. 
Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. 
Open my ears; illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 
3 Open my mouth, and let me bear gladly the warm truth everywhere. 
Open my heart, and let me prepare love with thy children thus to share. 
Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. 
Open my heart; illumine me, Spirit divine! 



  Charge and Benediction 
 
  Postlude            “Majesty”      arr. Douglas E. Wagner 
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