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O God, form the minds of your faithful people into a single will.  Make us love what you command 
and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed 
where true joy is found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD'S NAME 
   

  Words of Welcome 
  Prelude             “Fairest Lord Jesus”                           arr. Robert Hobby 
 

* Call to Worship 
All earth and its creatures belong to God. 

 Praise be to God who has created such splendor! 
Who shall come before the Lord? 
 All those who love God and practice God’s commands. 

Come, let us worship God who has created and sustains us,  
 Let us sing our praises to God who is with us now and forever. 

 
  * Hymn 41  “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!” 
 

1 O worship the King, all glorious above! O gratefully sing God's power and God’s love: 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 
 

2 O tell of God's might; O sing of God's grace, whose robe is the light, whose canopy space,  
whose chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form; and bright is God's path on the wings of 
the storm. 
 

3 The earth with its store of wonders untold, Almighty, your power has founded of old; 
established it fast by a changeless decree, and round it has cast, like a mantle, the sea. 
 

4 Your bountiful care what tongue can recite? It breathes in the air; it shines in the light; 

it streams from the hills; it descends to the plain, and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 
 

5 Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, in you do we trust, nor find you to fail; 
your mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend. 

 
  Call to Confession 
  Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, we confess that often we fail to put our trust in you completely. 
Instead, we calculate our gains and losses, hoarding the things that do not lead 

to abundant life. Forgive us, and help us to treasure only you, that we may 
follow you faithfully and discover the blessings only you can give. 
 

  Silent Confession 
  Assurance of Pardon and Passing of the Peace 

 
* Response 581    “Gloria Patri” 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 



PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD 
 

  Prayer for Illumination 

  First Lesson: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
 

O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 

You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. 

You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. 

Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it completely. 

You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it. 

For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  

Wonderful are your works; that I know very well. 

My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the 
depths of the earth. 

Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your book were written all the days that were 
formed for me, when none of them as yet existed. 

How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 

I try to count them—they are more than the sand; I come to the end—I am still with you. 

 

  Second Lesson: Deuteronomy 30:15-20        
 

See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the 
commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your 
God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then 
you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you 
are entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to 
bow down to other gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall 
not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven 
and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and 
curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, 
obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you 
may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob. 
 

A Time with Children 
 

Gospel Lesson: Luke 14:25-33 

Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them, “Whoever comes to 
me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even 
life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my 
disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the 
cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation 
and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to 
build and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will 
not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who 
comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, 
he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my 
disciple if you do not give up all your possessions. 

 



 
  Sermon: “Not Just Thinking About It, but Actually Following Jesus!”              Rev. Samford 

 
 

RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD 
 
*  Hymn 729  “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian” 
 

1 Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart, in my heart;  
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 
 

2 Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart, in my heart;  
Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart. 

In my heart, in my heart, Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart. 
 

3 Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart, in my heart;  
Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 
 

4 Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 

 
 

    Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
       Presentation of Gemma Scarlett Webb 
 

 
 * Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
  he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; 

  he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand  
 of God the Father Almighty; 
  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
  Offering 

  Offertory          “Duo on ‘O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing’”    arr. Michael Helman 
  

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 



GO IN GOD'S NAME 
 

  Hymn 687  “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
 

1 Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home: 

2 Beneath the shadow of thy throne thy saints have dwelt secure; 
sufficient is thine arm alone, and our defense is sure. 
 

3 Before the hills in order stood, or earth received its frame, 
from everlasting thou art God, to endless years the same. 
 

4 A thousand ages in thy sight are like an evening gone, 
short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun. 
 

5 Time, like an ever rolling stream, bears all our years away; 
they fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the opening day. 
 

6 Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
be thou our guard while life shall last, and our eternal home. 
 

  Charge and Benediction 
 
  Postlude          “All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name”     arr. Jason Payne 

------------ 
 
The rose on the communion table is given in honor of the baptism of Gemma Scarlett 

Webb.  She is the daughter of Robert and Nichole Webb.   
 

The flower arrangement is given to the Glory of God in honor of Addy Silfies and in 
celebration of her graduation from high school by Nana and Poppa Bailey.   

 

 
PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY'S SERVICE 
 

Guest Preacher          Rev. William Samford 
Coordinator of Children 

   And Youth Ministries        Jana Schillinger 
Liturgist                Dick Cochrane 
Director of Music               Frank Jones 

Organist                Kay Ten Eyck 
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Words from the public domain hymns are from Glory to God. Used by permission. 

The WORSHIPcast Streaming and Retransmitting License provided by Christian Copyright Solutions. 
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Church Family Announcements 

 
Thank you for joining us for Worship.  We worship every Sunday in two ways! 
  

• Have you had your vaccines? Make a reservation with our office (570-586-

6306) and join us in person at 10:00 a.m. 
• Tune in online for our weekly service, which is broadcast live on our video page on 

YouTube and archived for later viewing on the same site. 

 
 Worship is Getting "Closer to Normal" 

• The blue tape has been removed from the sanctuary; you can sit wherever you wish.   
• The hymnals have been returned to the pews!  You are welcome, and invited, to sing  

. . . while wearing your mask.   
• Please continue to make reservations. We do have more flexibility now.  If you forget 

to reserve a spot, you may still attend.   

• We will continue to wear masks until further notice. 
 
As we are returning to more regular services and attendance at church, please 

consider honoring loved ones, celebrations and family events with a special floral arrange-
ment to mark the occasion.  A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board in the hallway. 

 

2020 Pastoral Sabbatical – in 2021! Rev. Bill is now on sabbatical, which was 

deferred a year by the pandemic. He is "off the clock" until the end of August.  Some of our 
best local preachers and caregivers will be covering for him, as he researches and writes a 

book titled Thriving on a Riff: Jazz and the Spiritual Life.  
 

For any pastoral needs during the sabbatical, contact the church office (570-586-6306).   
 
Mark your calendar: 

Tuesday, June 22       10:00 a.m. – MBK Quilters – Fellowship Hall 
             7:00 p.m. – Deacons – Room 206 
Wednesday, June 23     6:00 p.m. – Vacation Bible School Teacher Training – Room 206 

Saturday, June 26      9:00 a.m. – Vacation Bible School Teacher Training – Room 206 
  

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL at First Presbyterian 
JULY 19-23 from 9am to Noon. 

 
Who is welcome at God's table? YOU are! 

  
You're invited to a week of fun and faith as we hear Bible stories of 
hospitality and welcome. With creative crafts, amazing songs, fun games, 
and so much more, it’s an adventure you won't want to miss. Children 
age 4 to completed grade 5 can register at myvbs.org/fpccs...and be sure      
to invite a friend! 
  

Want to help? We welcome church members to be adult volunteers.           
Contact Jana at fpccs.vbs@gmail.com for more information.   

 

 

mailto:office@fpccs.org?subject=Reserve%20a%20place%20for%20me%20in%20worship!
https://fpccs.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f30745679b89acab4ef5bc7b&id=5868a36cac&e=e84d65ecaa
https://fpccs.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f30745679b89acab4ef5bc7b&id=5868a36cac&e=e84d65ecaa
mailto:fpccs.vbs@gmail.com


CAMP LACKAWANNA INFORMATION 
 

Can YOU Help?  The Camp Lackawanna summer season will begin in 1½ weeks.    

Many cabins at camp need a fresh coat of paint before then.  If you have any available 
time to help the Camp, please contact Mykela Bricka (camplackawanna.director@gmail.com 
or 570-550-2391). She will be happy to have your help. 

 
Summer Camp 2021 Registration is open! Head on over to camp lackawanna.org to see 

what programs are being offered this summer and to register your children for camp!  
Family Camp registration is also open! Our church offers scholarships for all young 
people who want to go. Check with Jana Schillinger for details.  

 

Camp Lackawanna Summer Schedule 
 

 DATES            CAMP                AGE GROUP 

 June 24-27      Family Camp              All Ages 
 June 28-30  Mini Camp       Ages 6-10 
 July 4-10         Wet n’ Wild       Ages 7-16 

 July 11-17      Music, Arts and Drama     Ages 7-16 
 July 11-24       JH/SR 2-week       Completed grades 6-11 

 July 18-24       Adventure Camp      Completed grades 6-10 
 July 25-31       Night Owls       Completed grades 3-10 
 August 1-7      Camp Olympics      Ages 7-16  

     
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Help Rev. Carter reduce his library! While Rev. Carter is away, he invites you to help him 
reduce the size of his library!  There are two boxes of books in the narthex that you are 

welcome to go through and take home any books that you would like to have. They are free! 
All are welcome to come in person to select their choices during the hours that the church 
is open (M-F; 9am-4 pm). No books will be reserved in advance or mailed. 

 
 

  

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
 
First Presbyterian Church of Clarks Summit offers electronic Giving as a way to support the 
church on a regular or one-time basis.  You can go to fpccs.org or scan the QR code (at right) 
anytime to set up an automatic donation plan, change your donation plan, make a one-time 
donation or view your online donation history.  Why not give it a try today? 

 

 

mailto:camplackawanna.director@gmail.com
http://camplackawanna.org/

