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“...like living stownes,
Let yourselves be bulilt into a spiritual house,
to be a holy priesthood,
to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to qod through Jesus Christ.”
1PEtEr 2.5
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First Presbyterian Church
Service for the Lord's Day
Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 3, 2026 10:00 a.m.
In preparation for worship, please turn off all cell phones and electronic devices.

ASSEMBLE IN GOD'S NAME

Words of Welcome
Prelude “I Am the Bread” arr. Edwin Childs

Call to Worship From Ecclesiastes 3, 1 & 5 and 1 Peter 2.4
For everything there is a season,
and a time for every matter under heaven:
a time to throw away stones,
and a time to gather stones together.
Like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house,
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God.

* Hymn 463 How Firm a Foundation
Ushers will collect prayer request cards from the center aisle.

* Call to Confession

* Prayer of Confession
Almighty God, your word offers freedom from sin,
but we confess we have not obeyed your word.
We have harbored malice toward our enemies;
we have been deceitful in our relationships;
we have been insincere in our commitments;
through gossip we have slandered our friends.
Forgive us our sins and lead us to genuine repentance.
Help your children long for your pure spiritual milk
that we may grow into the joy of salvation
through Jesus Christ. Amen

* Silent Confession

* Assurance of Pardon

* Passing of the Peace

* Response 587 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD

Prayer for Illumination

First Lesson: John 14. 1-14
Psalter: Psalm 31 (Hymnal 241)
A Moment with Our Children

Anthem “Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether Harold W. Friedell



Second Lesson: 1 Peter 2.1-10
Sermon: Stones in the Hands of God Rev. Thyren

RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD

* Hymn 450 Be Thou My Vision

* Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed (Hymnal, p. 35)
Offering “Let Us Break Bread” arr. Tom Birchwood
Offertory

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer (Hymnal, p. 35)
The Words of Institution
Communion of the People
Please hold the bread until all are served, so that we might share it as a sign

of our unity in Christ. As a sign of individual devotion and commitment, you
may drink the cup as you are served.

Prayers of the People

GO IN GOD'S NAME

* Hymn 526 “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”
* Charge and Benediction
* Postlude “At the Lamb's High Feast” arr. Theodore Beck

If you are leaving before the postlude is finished, please do so quietly.

* All who are able shall stand.

The flowers: The flowers are given in memory of Alan Eckstein by his sister, Bonnie
Eckstein Plantholt.

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY'S SERVICE

Pastor Rev. James Thyren
Coordinator of Children and Youth Jana Schillinger
Director of Music Frank Jones
Organist Kay Ten Eyck
Liturgist Nancy Post

Ushers The Farrell Family



This Week at a Glance

Sunday, May 3
10 a.m., Worship in the sanctuary and online
11:00 a.m., Confirmation, Room 206

Monday, May 4

Tuesday, May S5

9:30 a.m., Yoga, Room 111

6:00 p.m., OA, Room 210

6:15 p.m., Adult Choir, Sanctuary

7:00 p.m., Mission & Justice Committee
7:00 p.m., AA, Room 111

Wednesday, May 6

10:30 a.m., Prayer and Share, Room 209

12:00 p.m., Bridge Club

6:00 p.m., Adult Christian Education, Room 206
7:00 p.m., Bell Rehearsal, Fellowship Hall

7:30 p.m., AlAnon, Room 206

Thursday, May 7

8:30 a.m., Men’s Breakfast

4:00 p.m., Finance Committee

5:30 p.m., Worship, Music & Arts Committee
7:00 p.m. Building & Grounds Committee
7:00 p.m., Christian Education Committee

Friday, May 8
12:00 p.m., Bridge Club

Saturday, May 9

Sunday, May 10
10 a.m., Worship in the sanctuary and online
11 a.m., Confirmation, Room 206



Church Family Announcements

Our congregation worships God equips God's people for ministry in the world and serves
God in ways that are faithful to the Gospel.

Thank you for joining us for Worship.
* We gather at 10:00 a.m. in person or on our YouTube channel, (or stream the service
on YouTube at a later time).

The Sunday Roundtable: When is going to war Justified?

Is it ever right and just for a nation to go to war? In its first centuries after Jesus,
Christianity disavowed war. But beginning with St. Augustine in the Sth century, it began
to develop a “just war tradition.” While Augustine believed that going to war was often
sinful, sometimes Christian love required it to protect the innocent. Theologians have since
built on this tradition, drawing distinctions about when going to war is justified, and when
it isn’t.

During coffee hour, May 3, we’ll continue to explore this tradition, learning some “just war
criteria” and considering how they might apply to wars raging today.

Our Wednesday Bible Study

Strangers, Aliens and Refugees

This Wednesday Bible Study series continues into May as we explore what the Bible
teaches us about who strangers and aliens are, and how to respond to them when they
come among us today, in NEPA. Sessions will cover a varied collection of topics:

May 6 — A big idea from St. Paul: How Christ has reconciled us—so we are no

longer strangers and aliens. — Rev. Bill Carter

May 13 - “My life as a refugee —and how I was (sometimes) welcomed.” -- GUEST SPEAKER
(with Charlie Pinches): Ushu Mukelo, President, Congolese Community of Scranton.

May 20 - Final Considerations -- Michael Thompson

Please pray for: Carol, Leslie, Terry, Estelle, Nate, Len, Millie, Faith, Erin, Katie, Mary, Sue
and family, Margaret, Jim L., Robyn, K.J., Christine, Rachel and family, Theresa, Cindy,

Bob, Dick, Kate, Shirley, Peg, Dorina, Jane & Family, Stan and Leona, Denise H. and
family, Renee and Wendy.

We are grateful for the many ways that people support our church’s ministry to the
community and world. If you wish to contribute by cell phone, scan here.
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