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First Presbyterian Church 

Service for the Lord's Day 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

June 21, 2026                                                                   10:00 a.m.  
 

In preparation for worship, please turn off all cell phones and electronic devices. 
 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD'S NAME 
   
  Hymn Sing (9:45)       Hymns We Know (664, 157, 661) 

  Words of Welcome   
   
  Prelude  “Minuet from the Abdelazer Suite”     by Henry Purcell 

     
*Call to Worship: 

Break open our hearts this morning to hear your word, O God. 

  Let our fears be vanquished, our spirits restored. 
Come and let us worship with great joy! 

  Let us drop the things of the past which weigh us down! 
God is about to do something new in our lives! 
  Let God’s will become strong in our lives. Amen. 

 
* Hymn 619      “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven”  

Ushers will collect prayer request cards from the center aisle. 
 
* Call to Confession 

* Prayer of Confession 
God of truth, how difficult it is for us to be truthful before you.  
We want to hide our anxieties and fears,  

  our resentments and self-centeredness.  
Cut through our evasions by the truth of your word  

  and help us to be honest. 
God of mercy, your hopes for us are often greater than our own,   

yet our failures do not surprise you.  

Forgive us, we pray,  
  even for the wrong we cannot see or find painful to confess. 

God of love, accept us as we are, so that we may accept ourselves.  
Teach us to affirm what is good in our lives  

and put behind us what is unworthy,  

that by your grace we may live in confidence and joy,  
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

* Silent Confession 
* Assurance of Pardon and Passing the Peace 

* Gloria Patri 81  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD 
 



  Prayer for Illumination 
  First Lesson: Romans 6:1-11 

  Psalter: Psalm 86:1-12 
  A Moment with Our Children 

 
  Special Music         “Air” from “Suite No. 3”          J.S. Bach  

       arr. Noel Rawsthorne 

  Gospel Lesson: Matthew 10:24-39 
  Sermon: “Counting the Cost”           Rev. Bill Samford 
 

 
RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD 

 
* Hymn 718  “Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said” (to Hymn 494) 
 

* Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed (Hymnal p. 17) 
  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

 
  Offering  
  Offertory     “Celtic Lullaby”         arr. Noel Rawsthorne   

                  Catherine Huhn, flute 
 * Doxology 609 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

  Praise God, all creatures high and low. Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and Spirit one. 

  Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
* Prayer of Dedication 
 

  GO IN GOD'S NAME 
 
* Hymn 305     “Come Sing, O Church in Joy!” 

 
* Charge and Benediction 

As we leave this place,  
remember that you may be the only grace someone will meet this week. 
  We go, to share God’s graciousness this week. 

Remember, you may be the only love someone will encounter this week. 
  We go, to be the love of Jesus for all. 

Remember, you may be the only peace someone will find this week. 
  We go, to share the Spirit of hope and reconciliation with all. 
 

* Postlude   “Rondeau from the Abdelazer Suite”       by Henry Purcell  
 

If you are leaving before the postlude is finished, please do so quietly. 
--------------------------------------------- 

 * All who are able shall stand. 
 

The flowers are given by Karen White in memory of loved ones. 
 

 

 



 
PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY'S SERVICE 

Guest Preacher                                         Rev. Bill Samford 
Liturgist                 Pam Smith Moshier 

Coordinator of Children and Youth            Jana Schillinger 
Director of Music                     Frank Jones 
Organist                     Kay Ten Eyck 

Ushers           Chris Jeske and Bett Ellis       
We welcome the Rev. William Samford as our guest preacher today. Bill has befriended 
many in our congregation, and we are delighted he is with us today. Now retired, he served 

as pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Hawley for many years.     
This morning’s Benediction Response was written by Thom M. Shuman. 

 
Participants: in today’s prelude and postlude music Catherine Huhn, flute - Connie Weiss, 

oboe - John Weiss, cello - Kay Ten Eyck, piano. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This Week at a Glance 
 

Sunday, June 21  

• 9:45 a.m., Summer Hymn Sing 

• Happy Father’s Day 

• 10:00 a.m., Worship in the sanctuary and online 

• 11:00 a.m., Coffee Hour 
Monday, June 22 
Tuesday, June 23 

• 9:30 a.m., Yoga, Room 111 

• 6:00 p.m., OA, Room 210 

• 7:00 p.m., AA, Room 111 

• 7:00 p.m., Deacons Meeting  
Wednesday, June 24 

• 10:30 a.m., Prayer and Share, Room 209 

• 12:00 p.m., Bridge Club 

• 6:00 p.m., Bible Study, Room 206 

• 7:30 p.m., AlAnon, Room 206 

• Presbyter Mailing 
Thursday, June 25 

• 8:30 a.m., Men’s Breakfast 
Friday, June 26 

• 12:00 p.m., Bridge Club 
Saturday, June 27 

• 9:00 a.m., Highway Clean-up 

• 1:00 p.m., Strawberry Festival, Lakeland Orchard 
Sunday, June 28 

• 9:45 a.m., Summer Hymn Sing 

• 10:00 a.m., Worship in the sanctuary and online 

• 11:15 a.m., Church Family Picnic 
 

 
Church Family Announcements 

 

Our congregation worships God equips God's people for ministry in the world and serves 
God in ways that are faithful to the Gospel. 
 

Summer schedule: Please note that some groups and committees take a short hiatus for 
the summer months. If you are unsure of a meeting, check with the office. 
 

Church key holders: Time to update Church office records. Do you have a key to the 
Church? Stop by or call the office with your name and key number. 

 
We have a four-drawer filing cabinet available, free of charge. Located in the main 
hallway, it is available for the first person to take it away. 

 

Summer Music for Worship 
• Today, and throughout the summer, we will begin each worship service with a Hymn 

Sing at 9:45 a.m. Come a little early to enjoy hymns old and new. 



• Interested in providing special music at a summer worship service? We are looking for 
volunteers to provide an anthem and/or offertory while our adult choir takes the 

summer off. It can be vocal music or an instrumental piece. To get on the schedule, 
contact Frank Jones at fjones217@gmail.com. 

 
Let’s Keep Growing in Faith: The Wednesday Bible Study will continue through the 
summer. We meet each week at 6:00 pm in Room 206 (the library). Upcoming series 

include: 
 

• "Challenges in Discipleship" will briefly explore the relationships between Paul, 

Timothy and others as they grow and lead others into spiritual formation. 
 

• Starting July 1 - "Paul's Adventures" will explore New Testament Bible stories - but 
not the way you remember them. Some will be familiar (or so you think) and others 
you may be reading for the first time. 

 
Faith & Fun is a group of Young(er) Adults, or just "Young at Heart." Some of our outings 

are family friendly. Through the Summer, we hope to do several fun outdoor events 
including: 
 

• June 27 at 1pm - Strawberry Festival, Lakeland Orchard, 1649 Lakeland Drive, Scott 
Township. General admission tickets are $19.95. 

• July 19 - Trolley and Railriders for a 1:30 pm game. To reserve your ride and game 

ticket, call the Trolley Museum at 570-963-6590. Cost is $30 for the trolley and game 
• Early August on a Sat - Summer Pool Party, starting at 12 noon at the Farrells' 

home.  
 

• Earth Care Group: Efforts are being made to organize a group around Creation Care, 

environmental issues from a Christian perspective. We would start planning over the 
Summer to begin new efforts in the Fall. If interested, contact Michael 
at mkthompson96@gmail.com or 518-577-8691. 

 
And we are working on ideas to keep us busy and connected through Fall. You may also 

join our chat group on Facebook. If you would like to join the conversation, or just get out 
for some fun events, contact Michael at mkthompson96@gmail.com or 518-577-8691. 
 

Vacation Bible School 2026, July 13-17, 9am-12pm 

 Join us this summer as we hear from Paul, learning about God’s great love for us! 
Experience life in ancient Rome as we explore the early Christian church. Age 4 to 
completed Gr.5 

Register now at myvbs.org/fpccs or visit fpccs.org or our Facebook page for updates and 
church info. 
 
We are grateful for the many ways that people support our church’s 

ministry to the community and world. If you wish to contribute by cell 
phone, scan here. 
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Two Invitations to Enjoy Railriders Baseball with Presbyterians 

 

*The Faith and Fun group invites you to take the Trolley on Sunday, July 19 for a 1:30 

p.m. game. To reserve your ride and game ticket,  

call the Trolley Museum at 570-963-6590.  
Cost is $30 for the trolley and game  

($20 if you have a game ticket)  
Space is limited, so reservations are required.  
 

*The Fellowship Committee invites you to the game on Friday, August 7 at 7:00 p.m.  

Tickets are $15.00 per person. 

Sign-up sheet in the Narthex or call Betty Keen at 570-587-0217.  
Deadline is July 24. 
 


