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Confirmation Class 2026

Congratulations to the three newest members
of our church. Lucas Kareha, Dylan Farrell, and
Crosby Sekol joined our church by affirmation
of faith on Sunday, May 24.

Applause for the Arts Series

The 2025-26 Arts at First Presbyterian concert
series concluded on Friday, May 15, with a
stirring performance by Broadway singer Tim
Shew. Thank you for all who have attended
and supported the series. The planning team
has begun to line up the next season. Watch
for it in August.

Keep in touch with us! Tell us what you would

like to see in upcoming newsletters.

o Visit our website at www.fpccs.org.

e Read Rev. Bill Carter's sermons online at http://
billcartersermons.blogspot.com.

Our Church Officers

The Session ordained and installed the
following people on Sunday, May 17:

Elder, Class of 2029

Kim Barrows (term 2)
David Naeher (term 2)
John Young (term 2)

Jodi Cieszkowski (term 1)
Heather Acker (term 1)

Deacon, Class of 2029
Judy Cutler (term 2)
Betsy Ellis (term 2)

Susan Flynn (term 2)
Gwynne Gilbert (term 2)
Chris Jeske (term 2)
Glenn Skivington (term 1)

Deacon, Class of 2027
Sandy Skivington (term 1)
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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION MAY 10, 2026

A special meeting of the congregation of the First Presbyterian
Church of Clarks Summit, called by the Session, was convened in
the sanctuary immediately before the close of morning worship.
The meeting was called to order and opened with prayer at
10:56 A.M. by the moderator, the Rev. William G. Carter.

The moderator determined that a quorum was present.

The purpose of the meeting was to elect a candidate to fill a va-
cancy on the Board of Deacons, Class of 2029.

Grace Farrell, chair of the Nominating Committee, presented
Pamela Smith Moshier for election to the office of Deacon, Class
of 2029.

Nominations from the floor were opened. There being no further
nominations, a motion was made, seconded, and carried to close
the nominations. A motion was made, seconded, and carried to
elect Pamela Smith Moshier to the office of Deacon, Class of
2029, by acclamation.

A motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and carried.
The moderator closed the meeting with prayer at 10:58 A.M.

Respectfully submitted, William G. Carter, Moderator David D.
Naeher, Clerk pro temp

Board of Deacons
Care Team Ministry Coordinators are:

Moderator Erika Adams

Deacon Meals Diana Pope-Albright

Ushers Bette Ellis

Deacon Driver Jack Pittman

Church phone number is 570-586-6306

Please let the Board of Deacons Care Team Coordinators or
the church office know if anyone is in need of care.

We’'re here to care for FPC members and friends and we
count on all of you to let us know when help is needed. This
is our ministry and our Christian privilege to care for you.

The Presbyter deadline for
the July issue is
June 19, 2026.

The Presbyter is a monthly newsletter of the First
Presbyterian Church, 300 School Street, Clarks
Summit, PA 18411.

All visitors are welcome to worship with us.
Worship services are held on Sunday mornings at
10:00 a.m. Child care is available. Communion is
observed the first Sunday of every month.

If you do not attend a church in this area, we
invite you to any and all of the events, programs, and
worship services described in this newsletter. Please
call the church office to arrange child care. Our
sanctuary and Fellowship Hall are both handicapped
accessible.

Church Office (570) 586-6306
Fax (570) 587-3784
Web Page www.fpccs.org
Pastor William G. Carter
Administrative Assistant Joy Albright

Coordinator of Children & Youth Jana Schillinger
Editor Christine Lee

Clerk of Session Beverly Bright
Director of Music Frank Jones
Director of Bells Richard Cochrane
Organist Kay Ten Eyck
Sexton Michael Lambert

FROM YOUR FINANCE COMMITTEE
FOR THE MONTH ENDING

April, 2026
REVENUE
Budget $ 142,104
Actual Received 143,171
Difference $ 1,067
EXPENSES
Budget $ 142,199
Actual Expenses 145,934
Difference ($3,735)
Result of operations ($2,668)
PLEDGE
Budget $ 127,371
Actually received 128,200
$ 829

Per capita assessment for 2026 is $48.00 per
member.
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From the Pastor

June 2026

On the afternoon of Memorial Day, | scrubbed our back deck with a power washer. It needed it. We live on
a wooded lot, so green moss clings to all the woodwork. Winter adds a layer of grime. The deck chairs also
needed a good cleansing. The picnic table was coated with gunk. With a powerful wand in my hand, | turned
next to the grill and washed the innards thoroughly.

That’s when | turned toward one of the flower gardens. Keeping watch
over a massive hosta plant is a stone Celtic cross, about a foot tall.
Turning the dial on SOAPY, | gave it a steady blast. As | stood back to
admire my work, the truth was inescapable: | had just power-washed
the cross.

Perhaps every generation does that. The historical cross of Jesus was a
brutal one. Modern folks don’t want to focus on the blood, the nails, or
death by slow suffocation. The Roman Empire used crucifixion as a
public spectacle to keep dissidents and criminals in line. That’s why
Jesus was killed beside a well-traveled highway. The Empire was
billboarding its message, as if to say, “Don’t do what this guy did.”

Similarly, a lot of our hymns have been cleaned up. There was a season
when church music was filled with “a fountain full of blood.” All the
stanzas were bleeding. The intent was to proclaim the sacrificial death
of Jesus and its transforming power in our lives. Sin put Christ on the
cross, and in Jesus, God took that sin away. True enough; that is one of
the central mysteries of the Christian life. Yet if the music has been too bloody for contemporary sensibility,
it's been scrubbed away.

What is this transforming power? Personal forgiveness, yes; but something even more. Here is how the
early church described it: “Through Christ God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on
earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.” (Colossians 1:20)

The cross in our flower garden is Celtic. In that spiritual tradition, “all things” are woven together. Heaven
and earth. This life and the next life. Joy and sorrow. Goodness and evil. Christ bridges the gaps between
them. He brings together what seems separate. He reconciles a willful world with a gracious Creator. All
things are reconciled in the love of God. That is the power of the cross.

And it is the mission of the Christian life. | always smile when we ask the ordination question of elders and
deacons, “Will you work for the reconciliation of the world?” An affirmative answer declares that we will
work together to bring all things in a living relationship with the redeeming love of God. | don’t think that’s
too much to ask of elders, deacons, or one another.

With you in the journey,

Zev. Bl
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Wednesday Evening Opportunities

Adult Education meets on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m., Room 206.
Bell Choir on hiatus until October
Adult Choir rehearses at 6:15 p.m. Tuesdays in the Sanctuary.

Additional Adult Education Opportunities

MEN'S BREAKFAST

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study meets for donuts and Bible study twice a month. Beginning on
May 28, the group will meet on the second and fourth Thursday of every month. This lively group
gathers for conversation at 8:30 a.m. in the Session Room (206). At 9:00 a.m., Rev. Carter leads a
Bible study from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. They have begun to study the book of Isaiah.

o]
L) L . .
-AYP' On hiatus for the summer. See you in late August.
—_—

PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

Lectionary Readings I

June 7, 2nd Sunday after Pentecost, Gen. 12:1-9 and June 21, 4th Sunday after Pentecost, Gen. 21:8-21
Ps. 33:1-12; Hos. 5:15-6:6 and Ps. 50:7-15; Rom. 4:13 and Ps. 86:1-10, 16-17; Jer. 20:7-13 and Ps. 69;7-10
-25; Matt. 9:9-13, 18-26 (11-15) 16-18; Rom. 6:1b-11; Matt. 10:24-39

June 28, 5th Sunday after Pentecost, Gen. 22:1-14
and Ps. 13; Jer. 28:5-9 and Ps. 89:1-4, 15-18; Rom.
6:12-23; Matt. 10:40-42

June 14, 3rd Sunday after Pentecost, Gen. 18:1-15
(21:1-7) and Ps. 116:1-2, 12-19; Ex. 19:2-8a and Ps.
100; Rom. 5:1-8; Matt. 9:35-10:8 (9-23)
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Christian Education: Growing in Faith and Love

The Christian Education and Growth committee is pleased to offer a number of o
opportunities for our children, youth, and adults to explore the Bible, understand our
traditions, and experience ways to live in faith. We believe that faith formation is a lifelong [ ] . [ ]

practice, so we invite everyone to find a class, opportunity, or practice that will grow YOUR
faith this spring and beyond.

Bible Time: An opportunity for our young children (age 4 to approx. grade 4) to hear Bible
stories told in a fun and engaging way, weekly Bible Time will happen

during worship, for about 20 minutes. Children will be invited to attend

after the anthem and will return for prayers and the end of the service.

> &T‘ A TER RA E Ky 4 2 :"";

< C)

Save the Date!

VBS 2026 wili be held July 13-17

Calling all volunteers!

Loy : If you’d like to help children explore Rome by
AND ALY teaching, leading, or preparing, let us know!

THE

U%%I{JRR%I}{OgD f;f('i: Please contact Jana Schillinger or send an email to

fpccs.vbs@gmail.com

Stay tuned for more details!

Faith and Fun

We are a group of Young (er) Adults, or just "Young at Heart.” Some of our outings are family
friendly. Through the Summer, we hope to do several fun outdoor events including:

e Trolley and Railriders Game Sunday, July 19

e We are working on a Pool Party and More!

We also have a chat group on Facebook. If you would like to join the conversation or just get
out for some fun events, contact Michael at mkthompson96@gmail.com or 518-577-8691.



mailto:mkthompson96@gmail.com
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Mission and Justice Committee

Mark your calendars for the next service date at the CEO Weinberg
(. ~ Food Bank, July 18. Once again we will be packing boxes of food.
M'SS'ON Reach out to Jodi Cieszkowski nilrac67@hotmail.com to sign up or if

M'NDED you have any questions.

YOUR INVITED Church

coinme enJoy Fun, Foob
AND FELLOWSHIP

Picnic
. L
e Sunddag. June 26 HAMBURGERS AND HOTDOGS FRESH FROM THE GR
‘Where: Firat Presbyterian Church
300 School St., Clarks Summit GALADS AND GooDIeS T00}

Time: 11:15 a.m.

Sponaored by: Church Tife Conunittee
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My Brothers® Keeper Quilting Group has been busy this 2025-2026 season. From
September 2025 to present, we have sent 66 sleeping bags to the Community Intervention
Center in Scranton — and we still have two worksessions (May 26 and June 9) to go
before our summer break.

We did have a visit from the founders (Flo Wheatley and daughter Marge, and friend Ann)
of the Sleeping Bag Project at our May 12 session. We made 6 bags together, and then
gathered for a Pot Luck Luncheon.

Flo told us the story of how the project was started as a result of the help one rainy day
from, and the request not to be forgotten by a homeless man in New York City. And that
it has grown across the USA, Canada. and other countries.

It’s been a great project here at First Pres for over 30 years. All we need (blankets, sheets,
comforters, mattress pads, throws, and ties) has been donated - that's impressive! And
that's thanks to you, our Church Family, supporting us in this ministry.

GAWMAKEI j Volunteer Corner: Meet Our Officers (Part 1)

DEF[{RENG{ Glenn and Sandra Skivington returned to their Factoryville home of 45 years
about a year ago, shortly after Glenn retired from a job that took him along the coast from
New Orleans to New Jersey. While they were away, their home church, Providence United
Presbyterian, disbanded and it was time to find a new church. First Presbyterian was the
first in the search. They felt warmly welcomed and realized that this was the place for them.
They became members last June. They have enjoyed Rev. Carter’s sermons, the music, fel-
lowship after Sunday worship and Bible studies.

Both were deacons at Providence Church and are looking forward to serving again. Glenn
will be serving a three year term, while Sandra will serve a one year term. They both enjoy
visiting with people. Sandra loves to cook and bake, while Glenn enjoys performing small
household repairs. And.....Glenn likes washing dishes!!

We are happy to welcome Sandra and Glenn to the Board of Deacons and are grateful for
their willingness to serve.
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Ch“roh Join in the fun June 6™ at 10:00 a.m. Stop by
Clea““p the Church and help us with some late spring

cleanup. All are WELCOME

KoY 1ANN,

f,ﬂq; =

e
~—

ADOPT - A — HIGHWAY At the beginning of May, | witnessed other groups working on high-
way cleanup projects on Grove Street and Shady Lane Road — usually involving 3 or 4 people.
On May 2nd our congregation had 14 participants doing litter pick up on the Morgan Highway.
17 bags of trash were collected. Nonetheless, this involvement is not just about numbers. It is
representative of the type of commitment and dedication that our church exhibits on all of its
projects. From the Food Pantry to the Hickory Street Church Meal Program to the Adopt — A —
Highway program, our church members are enthusiastically engaged and readily support each
endeavor. The fellowship generated with each event is ever present, and our church members
have an intrinsic motivation, knowing what to do and how to do it with very little, if any, direc-
tion — it is a joy to see this cooperative effort. Thank you all for your continued support, and
we look forward to seeing you at our next highway cleanup on June 27th.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Worship every Sunday, 10 a.m., Sanctuary and on-line

Board and Committee Meetings
Session Meeting— Tuesday, June 9, 7 p.m., Room 206
Board of Deacons—Tuesday, June 23, 7 p.m., Room 206

Building and Grounds— Thursday, June 4, 7 p.m., Room 209
Christian Education—Thursday, June 4, 7 p.m., Room 206
Mission and Justice—on hiatus until August

Worship, Music and Arts - Thursday, June 4, 5:30 p.m., Room 206

Service/Study/Fellowship Gatherings
Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study — Thursday, June 11 and 25, 8:30 a.m., Room 206
MBK Quilters—Tuesday, June 9, 10 a.m., Fellowship Hall, last session until fall
Presbyterian Women'’s Bible Study— on hiatus - will resume late August

Prayer and Share - Each Wednesday, 10:30 a.m., Room 209
Adult Education—Each Wednesday, 6:00 p.m., Room 206
Adult Choir—Each Tuesday, 6:15 p.m., in the Sanctuary
Bell Choir—Enjoy a beautiful summer see you in October

Support Groups
We welcome members of the following support groups to our building on a regular basis, as scheduled:
- Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) meets each morning at 7 a.m. in Room 206.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) also meets each Tuesday evening, 7 p.m., Room 111.
- AlAnon meets on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. in room 206.
- Overeaters Anonymous (OA) meets in room 210: Sundays at 3 p.m., Tuesdays at 6 p.m., and
Saturdays at 9:45 a.m.

Deadline for the July 2026 Presbyter: Friday, June 19, 2026.
Anticipated mailing date June 24

The Nursery, located in room 208 on the sanctuary level of the building, is open Sun-
day mornings from 9:40—11:10 a.m. for children ages 3 and younger.

Qﬁﬁu rs G-)y
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DATED MATERIAL

Return Service Requested

Prayer List for the churches of Mountain Laurel Presbytery

Lehigh Valley Korean Church
Wysox Presbyterian Church
Ashley Presbyterian Church
First Presbyterian Wilkes-Barre
Coryland Community Church

For more information on our Presbyteries, or for these individual churches, go to
polackawanna.org or lehighpresbytery.org




