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Summer schedule: Please note that some wasn’t built in a day...so we need YOUR
groups and committees take a short hia-

tus for the summer months. If you are un-
sure of a meeting, check with the office. Can you share your time and talents to help our

HELP to make it happen!

children experience God’s great love for us?

Church key holders: Time to update Volunteers are needed to...
Church office records. Do you have a key Construct our Roman set

to the Church? Stop by or call the office
Be a group leader

Teach your trade as a shopkeeper
Help children learn about ancient Rome

gUMMm Lead games that explore Roman life
Tell Bible stories in an engaging way
P Shepherd our little ones (pre-K)

Explore song lyrics and motions

...and more!

To volunteer or for more information, contact Jana
Schillinger at fpccs.vbs@gmail.com

Robert London Scholarship Fund

The Christian Education and Growth

Committee is pleased to award scholarships to Table of Contents
any child, teen or young adult who wishes to
go to a church camp, church leadership Page 2- Session, Deacons, Financial
conference, church national event, or other Page 3 - From the Pastor

Page 4 - Adult CE, Lectionary

Page 5 - Christian Education, Faith and Fun
Page 6 - Mission & Justice, Events

Page 7 - Volunteer Corner

church office. Page 8 - Happy Celebrations

Page 9 - Church Calendar

Christian Education event. The amount given
to each student is considered on an individual
basis. Applications can be picked up in the

Keep in touch with us! Tell us what you would like to see in upcoming newsletters.
« Visit our website at www.fpccs.org.
« Read Rev. Bill Carter's sermons online at http://billcartersermons.blogspot.com.



http://fpccs.org/
http://billcartersermons.blogspot.com/

Page 2

The Presbyter

Session Notes for July 2026 Presbyter

1. David Naeher offered the following motion, which was se-
conded and unanimously carried:

With gratitude to God for His servant Beverly Bright and to her
for her willingness to serve the church with energy, intelli-
gence, imagination, and love for the past 21 years as Clerk of
Session;

With deep regret that her time of service as Clerk has ended;
and with our pledge that the prayers, love, and support from
her church family that she has known, and knows today, will
continue in the years ahead;

| move that we accept the resignation of Beverly Bright as
Clerk of Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Clarks Sum-
mit, effective May 31, 2026.

2. A motion by Nominating Committee Chair Grace Farrell to
elect David Naeher as Clerk of Session was seconded and

unanimously carried.

3. Heather Acker (Class of 2029) and Beverly Bright (Class of
2027) were installed as ruling elders.

David Naeher, Clerk of Session

Board of Deacons

Care Team Ministry Coordinators are:

Moderator Diana Pope-Albright
Deacon Meals Chris Jeske
Ushers Bette Ellis

Deacon Driver Jack Pittman

Church phone number is 570-586-6306

Please let the Board of Deacons Care Team Coordinators or the
church office know if anyone is in need of care.

We’'re here to care for FPC members and friends and we count
on all of you to let us know when help is needed. This is our min-
istry and our Christian privilege to care for you.

The Presbyter deadline for
the August issue is
August 21, 2026.

The Presbyter is a monthly newsletter of the First
Presbyterian Church, 300 School Street, Clarks
Summit, PA 18411.

All visitors are welcome to worship with us.
Worship services are held on Sunday mornings at
10:00 a.m. Child care is available. Communion is
observed the first Sunday of every month.

If you do not attend a church in this area, we
invite you to any and all of the events, programs, and
worship services described in this newsletter. Please
call the church office to arrange child care. Our
sanctuary and Fellowship Hall are both handicapped
accessible.

Church Office (570) 586-6306

Fax (570) 587-3784

Web Page www.fpccs.org

Pastor William G. Carter
Administrative Assistant Joy Albright
Coordinator of Children & Youth Jana Schillinger
Editor Christine Lee
Clerk of Session David Naeher
Director of Music Frank Jones
Director of Bells Richard Cochrane
Organist Kay Ten Eyck
Sexton Michael Lambert

FROM YOUR FINANCE COMMITTEE
FOR THE MONTH ENDING

May, 2026
REVENUE
Budget $ 177,630
Actual Received 179,381
Difference $ 1,751
EXPENSES
Budget $ 177,749
Actual Expenses 180,634
Difference ($2,885)
Result of operations ($1,134)
PLEDGE
Budget $ 159,214
Actually received 153,270

($ 5,944)

Per capita assessment for 2026 is $48.00 per
member.
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From the Pastor
Summer 2026

A few months ago, we received an invitation from Calvin
University to engage in a renewal project for congregations. |
That wonderful school in Grand Rapids gave us a grant over
twenty years ago to cultivate jazz-shaped congregational
music. Fortunately, we are still on their mailing list. They
have invited us to take part in a new project called,
“Dwelling in the Psalms.” And that’s what we will do.

As some of you know, | like to plan my sermons long in
advance. In preparing the calendar, I've sketched a schedule
of psalm texts through the end of November. We will
encounter them in many ways: through worship music,
sermons, educational classes, and congregational prayers.
The culmination will be a Psalm Festival with our musicians
on Sunday afternoon, November 15.

~ owe

Psalm Festival ‘ }5

This emphasis on the Psalms will shape my summer reading. In case you are interested, here are some of
the books on my list:

e Dangerous Songs: The Psalms and a Gloriously Disrupted Life, Richard Bruxvoort Colligan
(Broadleaf Books, 2026)

Open and Unafraid: The Psalms as a Guide for Life. W. David Taylor (Thomas Nelson, 2021)
Living with the Psalms, John Bell (SPCK Publishing, 2020)

The Case for the Psalms: Why They are Essential, N.T. Wright (Harper One, 2013)
Reflections on the Psalms, C.S. Lewis (Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1958)

These are not the normal Bible commentaries that occupy my second shelf. Rather than scrutinize the
details of the texts, these books are extended invitations to live with the prayerful songs of Israel, in all of
their tonalities. The Psalms are a gift from the ancient people of God. They are given to deepen our life with
God. | look forward to sharing my discoveries with you throughout the summer and fall.

At the same time, | invite you to open the Bible to the middle and read a few psalms each day. If your
prayers have gone dry, the ancient texts can refresh your spirit. If you need to unload the burdens on your
heart, the psalms can provide a vocabulary. If you are having a really good day, you’ll rediscover words to
populate your hallelujahs.

| hope your summer is restorative. Come and worship with us in our air-conditioned sanctuary. Stick around
and enjoy the open hospitality!

With you on the journey,

Zev. Bl
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Wednesday Evening Opportunities

Adult Education meets on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m., Room 206.
Bell Choir on hiatus until October
Adult Choir on hiatus back in September

Wednesday Bible Study: The Wednesday Bible Study series will continue through the summer. We start
each week at 6:00 pm in the library.

For July and August - "Paul's Adventures" will explore New Testament Bible stories - but not the way you

remember them. Some of these will be familiar (or so you think) and others you may be reading for the first
time.

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study meets for donuts and Bible study twice a month. The group will meet
on the second and fourth Thursday of every month. This lively group gathers for conversation at 8:30
a.m. in the Session Room (206). At 9:00 a.m., Rev. Carter leads a Bible study from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
They have begun to study the book of Isaiah.

Congratulations!

On May 24, we officially welcomed 3 youth into
the life of the church as new members.
Congratulations to the 2026 Confirmation Class:

Dylan Farrell

Lucas Kareha

Crosby Sekol

Lectionary Readings I

July 5, 6th Sunday after Pentecost, Gen. 24:34-38, July 19, 8th Sunday after Pentecost, Gen. 28:10-19a

42-49, 58-67 and Ps. 45:10-17 or Song 2:8-13; and Ps. 139:1-12< 23-24; Complementary: Isa. 44:6-8
Complementary: Zech. 9:9-12 and Ps. 145:8-14; Rom. and Ps. 86:11-17; Rom. 8:12-25; Matt. 13:24-30,
7:15-25a; Matt. 11:16-19, 25-30 36-43

July 12, 7th Sunday after Pentecost, Gen. 25:19-34

an

and Ps. 65:(1-8) 9-13; Rom. 8:1-11; Matt. 13:1-9, 18-

23

July 26, 9th Sunday after Pentecost, Gen. 29:15-28
and Ps. 128; Complementary: 1 Kings 3:5-12 and Ps.
119:129-136; Rom. 8:26-39; Matt. 13:31-33, 44-52

d Ps. 119:105-112; Complementary: Isa. 55:10-13
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Christian Education: Growing in Faith and Love

The Christian Education and Growth committee is pleased to offer a number of /\"

opportunities for our children, youth, and adults to explore the Bible, understand our
traditions, and experience ways to live in faith. We believe that faith formation is a lifelong [ ] . [ ]
practice, so we invite everyone to find a class, opportunity, or practice that will grow YOUR

faith this spring and beyond.

Bible Time: An opportunity for our young children (age 4 to approx. grade 4) to hear Bible
stories told in a fun and engaging way, weekly Bible Time will happen during worship, for
about 20 minutes. Children will be invited to attend after the anthem and will return for
prayers and the end of the service.

Save the Date!

VBS 2026 wili be held July 13-17

Calling all volunteers!

If you’d like to help children explore Rome by

; PA AND wZl, teaching, leading, or preparing, let us know!

' uré?l%JRR%l}io)gD ; Please contact Jana Schillinger or send an email to

fpccs.vbs@gmail.com

Faith and Fun

We are a group of Young (er) Adults, or just "Young at Heart.” Some of our outings are family friendly.
Through the Summer, we hope to do several fun outdoor events including:

e Sun, July 19 - Trolley and Railriders for a 1:30 pm game. To reserve your ride and game ticket, call the Trol-
ley Museum at 570-963-6590. Cost is $S30 for the trolley and game
e Early August on a Sat - Summer Pool Party, starting at 12 noon at the Farrells' home.

You may also join our chat group on Facebook. If you would like to join the conversation, or just get out for
some fun events, contact Michael at mkthompson96@gmail.com or 518-577-8691.

Earth Care Group: Efforts are being made to organize a group around Creation Care, environmental issues
from a Christian perspective. We would start planning over the Summer to begin new efforts in the Fall. If
interested, contact Michael at mkthompson96@gmail.com or 518-577-8691.



mailto:mkthompson96@gmail.com
mailto:mkthompson96@gmail.com
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Mission and Justice Committee

Mark your calendars for the next service date at the CEO Weinberg
Food Bank, July 18. Once again we will be packing boxes of food.

M'éSlON Reach out to Jodi Cieszkowski nilrac67@hotmail.com to sign up or if

M'NDED you have any questions.

*The Faith and Fun group invites you to take the Trolley
on Sunday, July 19 for a 1:30 p.m. game.
To reserve your ride and game ticket,
call the Trolley Museum at 570-963-6590.
Cost is S30 for the trolley and game
(520 if you have a game ticket)
Space is limited, so reservations are required.

*The Fellowship Committee invites you to the game on
Friday, August 7 at 7:00 p.m..
Tickets are $15.00 per person.
Sign up sheet in the Narthex
Or call Betty Keen at 570-587-0217.
Deadline is July 24.
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Volunteer Corner

July 2026 J

Meet Our Officers (Part 2) GM MAK‘E A
o :

Pam Mosier has been elected to the office of Deacon, class of 2029. BH‘ E'FH{NE{

New to the Clarks Summit area, Pam was looking for a church home and a way to meet people. As we have
recently heard from Glen and Sandra Skivington, FPC was both warm and welcoming to her. In addition, she
appreciates the openness of the leadership and congregation.

Pam is a member of both the adult choir and bell choir and recently began volunteering in the church office.
She is looking forward to helping others as she serves as a Deacon.

Jodi Cieszkowski has been elected to the office of Elder for a three year term. Jodi tells us “my father was an
elder and deeply involved with the church during my childhood. | was also involved with the church alongside
him. As | grew older, | lost touch with the church, but | wanted to re-establish my connection with it as an
adult.” Jodi has been involved in the work of the Mission and Justice Committee, especially those projects
addressing food insecurity.

She is looking forward to “following in the footsteps of my father, having the opportunity to contribute my
input to decisions that may shape the future of my childhood church, and influencing choices that support

my passion for serving the most vulnerable people in our community.”

Welcome, Jodi and Pam!

Church Prayer List

A
+ i ) ; ‘ 1 A
% . 1 i  "a
Sl < =4
-EE-—— | ‘ Emﬁ N D i 'l"

FPC Catasauqua | Catasauqua, PA
First Welsh Presbyterian Church Edwardsville | Edwardsville, PA
Shickshinny Presbyterian Church | Shickshinny, PA
Saint Clair Presbyterian Church | Saint Clair, PA
Lanesboro Community Presbyterian Church | Susquehanna, PA
Weatherly Presbyterian Church | Weatherly, PA
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Jack Selige May 31

Grant Keller, June 14

Samuel Sharr, July 5
Lyle Spurkeland, July 12

pirthdays

July 1 Lucy Van Horn
July 4 Hannah Parrish
July 5 Violet Dygert
July 5 Lynne Girard

July 6 Ella Dewey

July 6 Paul Lyon

July 8 Rebekah Naeher
July 9 Chelsea Barrows
July 11 Patrick Callahan
July 12 Benjamin Norton
July 14 Aileen Taylor
July 17 Erin Albright
July 18 Jeff Leas

July 19 Amber Kusma
July 19 Zander Zymblosky
July 21 Amanda Roberts
July 23 Bradley Scheuer
July 25 Janet Stansbury
July 27 Melissa Hardy
July 30 Clint Sekol

July 31 Andrew Koltis

August 1 Tessa Marquardt
August 1 Joan Miller
August 2 Joseph O'Brien
August 2 Jean Weber
August 3 Wesley Moore
August 3 Jennifer Rich
August 7 Clare Kull

August 9 Margaret Carter
August 11 Gregory Matthews
August 12 Beth Romanski
August 13 Diana Albright
August 13 Joy Zymblosky
August 16 Stephen Selige
August 16 Jason Waters
August 19 Peter Moore
August 19 Suzanne Ross
August 21 Laura Worrell
August 22 Megan Callahan
August 22 Judith Keiser
August 23 Elizabeth Ellis
August 24 Jack DelPrete
August 27 Ariana Billiot
August 27 Marsha Parrish
August 30 Olympia Cianfichi
August 30 Nan Mansfield
August 31 Evelyn Koltis
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Worship every Sunday, 10 a.m., Sanctuary and on-line

Board and Committee Meetings
Session and Board of Deacons Joint Meeting
Session Meeting— Tuesday, July 28, 7 p.m., Room 206
Board of Deacons—Tuesday, July 28, 7 p.m., Room 206

Building and Grounds— Thursday, August 6, 7 p.m., Room 209

Christian Education—Thursday, July 2 and August 6, 7 p.m., Room 206
Mission and Justice—Tuesday, September 1, 7:00 p.m. Room 206

Worship, Music and Arts - Thursday, July 9 and August 6, 5:30 p.m., Room 206

Service/Study/Fellowship Gatherings
Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study — Thursday, July 9 and 23, 8:30 a.m., Room 206
MBK Quilters—on hiatus until October
Presbyterian Women'’s Bible Study— on hiatus will resume late August

Prayer and Share - Each Wednesday, 10:30 a.m., Room 209
Adult Education—Each Wednesday, 6:00 p.m., Room 206
Adult Choir—on hiatus see you in September

Bell Choir—Enjoy a beautiful summer see you in October

Support Groups
We welcome members of the following support groups to our building on a regular basis, as scheduled:
- Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) meets each morning at 7 a.m. in Room 206.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) also meets each Tuesday evening, 7 p.m., Room 111.
- AlAnon meets on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. in room 206.
- Overeaters Anonymous (OA) meets in room 210: Sundays at 3 p.m., Tuesdays at 6 p.m., and
Saturdays at 9:45 a.m.

Deadline for the August 2026 Presbyter: Friday, Aug. 21, 2026.
Anticipated mailing date August 26

The Nursery, located in room 208 on the sanctuary level of the building, is open Sun-
day mornings from 9:40—11:10 a.m. for children ages 3 and younger.

Qﬁu rs G-)y
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DATED MATERIAL

Return Service Requested

First Presbyterian Church
Vacation Bible School 2026

UNDERGROUND
CHURCH x>

July 13-17, 9:00am-12:00pm
Age 4 - Completed grade 5
Register at myvbs.org/fpccs

Come join the adventure!
New Friends * Great Bible Stories * Tasty Snacks
Amazing Music * Awesome Games * Creative Crafts

First Presbyterian Church, 300 School St., Clarks Summit, PA 18411
(570)586-6306, fpccs.org, or email fpccs.vbs@gmail.com




